Chapter 7: GMK2023 Special Recognition, and
Acknowledgement of Clayborne Carson for His

Leadership on the Development of the
M.L. King Jr. Archives

In our capacity as the Gandhi, Mandela, King 2023 International Conference
Organising Committee, we sincerely thank Prof Clayborne Carson for his
insightful contributions to the pre-conference planning deliberations, since
2018, and into 2023, as well as his willingness to travel to South Africa for the
Conference, his extremely insightful and helpful presentation on the evening of
the youth Symposium, and too, this very brief, but pointed Conference Opening
Address. As said, globally, the world’s primary focus has moved from the
struggles of civil rights, as it developed and escalated since early anti-colonial
resistances and struggles for peace and justice, to the struggle for human rights.

It is also in this context, that, from within the historical experience of
the South African, and more broadly, the African struggles for peace and justice
through nonviolent means, that we provide the links to the seminal part of Prof
Clayborne Carson’s immense lifework. We honour you Prof. You have been,
and continue to be one of our eminent torch-bearers for peace and justice
through nonviolent means, and the propagation of human dignity and truth.

And, below, we also invite all our Gandhi, Mandela, King 2023 week-
long Conference participants as well as the Alfernation African Scholars Book
Series (AASBS) subscribers, and Alternation journal editors, research group
leaders, and fellow researchers in their networks, as well as further afield, to
peruse Prof Carson’s edited seven volumes of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Papers.

In the online page, Carson and his co-editors helpfully provide each
volume with a brief preface on the content of the volume. Each volume, also
consecutively helpfully thematises the volume in terms of the documents that
Martin Luther King generated in a specific area of interest, and too, how this
relates to the specific occasion where the presentation was delivered, or his own
specific text written in historic, and historiciseable national, but also
geopolitical time-historical situations.
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We then also provide the direct link to the INTRODUCITON of each
of six of the seven volumes published so far. Each volume’s INTRODUCITON,
introduces the reader to its content and context.

Our presenters and attendees from the Youth Symposium, as well as
our presenters, and attendees of the memorial of the 1893 racist eviction of
Gandhi from a British train, academics, postdoctoral fellows, postgraduate
students, and pupils from the greater Pietermaritzburg schools circuit, and their
teachers, will find intellectual insights and nourishment in the remarkable
innovative initiatives of one of the world’s most remarkable and celebrated
sons. For these reasons we also provide the direct link to the homepage and the
encyclopedia.

Thank you for introducing Martin Luther King Jr. to us Clayborne, in
such profound ways — pre-conference, at the Youth Symposium, in this
Conference Opening Address, and in your discussions during conference.

Ela Gandhi, Johannes A. Smit, David Gengan, Razia Saleh, Verne Harris,
Prasad Gollanapalli, and Sriram Sonty.
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The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers, Volumes I — VII, Encyclopedia and
Related Publications and Information
The Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute. Homepage.
Stanford, USA. https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/about-

papers-project

The Martin Luther King Jr. Encyclopedia
The Martin Luther King Jr. Encyclopedia.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-resources/king-encyclopedia

The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers, Volumes I — VII, with the
INTRODUCTIONS of Volumes I — VL.

Clayborne Carson, Ralph Luker, Penny A. Russell, Peter Holloran (eds.). The
Papers of Martin Luther King Jr. Homepage (The Martin Luther King Jr
Papers Project.) University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/about-papers-project/king-
papers-publications
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Clayborne Carson, Ralph Luker, Penny A. Russell (eds.). 1992. The Papers of
Martin Luther King Jr. Volume 1: Called to Serve, January 1929 — June
1951. (The Martin Luther King Jr Papers Project.) University of California
Press. https:/kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-
king-jr-volume-i

Clayborne Carson, Ralph Luker, Penny A. Russell (eds.). 1992. The Papers of
Martin Luther King Jr. Volume 1: Called to Serve, January 1929 — June
1951. INTRODUCTION. (The Martin Luther King Jr Papers Project.)
University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj2772 1/files/media/file
/vollintro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson, Ralph Luker, Penny A. Russell, Peter Holloran (eds.). 1994.
The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume II: Rediscovering Precious
Values, July 1951 — November 1955. (The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers
Project.) University of California Press.
https:/kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-
jr-volume-ii

Clayborne Carson, Ralph Luker, Penny A. Russell, Peter Holloran (eds.). 1994.
The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume II. INTRODUCTION.
University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybi2772
1/files/media/file/vol2intro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson, Stewart Burns, Susan Carson, Dana Powell, Peter Holloran
(eds.). 1997. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume III: Birth of a
New Age, December 1955 — December 1956. (The Martin Luther King Jr.
Papers Project.) University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-
jr-volume-iii

Clayborne Carson, Stewart Burns, Susan Carson, Dana Powell, Peter Holloran
(eds.). 1997. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume III: Birth of a
New Age, December 1955 — December 1956. INTRODUCTION. (The
Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.) University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj2772 1/files/media/file
/vol3intro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, Adrienne Clay, Virginia Shadron, and Kieran
Taylor (eds.). 2000. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume IV:
Symbol of the Movement, January 1957 — December 1958. (The Martin
Luther King Jr. Papers Project.) University of California Press.

54



https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-i
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-i
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj27721/files/media/file/vol1intro_0.pdf
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj27721/files/media/file/vol1intro_0.pdf
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-ii
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-ii
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj2772%20%201/files/media/file/vol2intro_0.pdf
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj2772%20%201/files/media/file/vol2intro_0.pdf
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-iii
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-jr-volume-iii
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj27721/files/media/file/vol3intro_0.pdf
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj27721/files/media/file/vol3intro_0.pdf

GMK2023 Acknowledgement of Clayborne Carson

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-
jr-volume-iv

Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, Adrienne Clay, Virginia Shadron, and Kieran
Taylor (eds.). 2000. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume IV:
Symbol of the Movement, January 1957 — December 1958.
INTRODUCTION. (The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.)
University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybi27721/files/media/file
/voldintro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson, Tenisha Armstrong, Susan Carson, Adrienne Clay, and
Kieran Taylor (eds.). 2005. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume
V: Threshold of a New Decade, January 1959 — December 1960. (The
Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.) University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-
jr-volume-v

Clayborne Carson, Tenisha Armstrong, Susan Carson, Adrienne Clay, and
Kieran Taylor (eds.). 2005. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume
V: Threshold of a New Decade, January 1959 — December 1960.
INTRODUCTION. (The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.)
University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj27721/files/media/file
/volSintro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, Susan Engler, Troy Jackson & Gerald L.
Smith (eds.). 2007. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume VI:
Advocate of the Social Gospel, September 1948 — March 1963. (The Martin
Luther King Jr. Papers Project.) University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-martin-luther-king-
jr-volume-vi

Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, Susan Engler, Troy Jackson & Gerald L.
Smith (eds.). 2007. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. Volume VI:
Advocate of the Social Gospel, September 1948 — March 1963.
INTRODUCTION. (The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.)
University of California Press.
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj2772 1/files/media/file
/vol6intro_0.pdf

Clayborne Carson & Tenisha Armstrong (eds.). 2014. The Papers of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Volume VII: To Save the Soul of America, January 1961 —
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August 1962. (The Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project.) University of
California Press. https:/kinginstitute.stanford.edu/publications/papers-
martin-luther-king-jr-volume-vii

Professor Johannes A. Smit

Professor of Religion and Social Transformation, &
Chair: College of Humanities Institute

University of KwaZulu-Natal

Durban & Pietermaritzburg

South Africa

smitj@ukzn.avc.za

Mr. David Gengan

Chair: Pietermaritzburg Gandhi Foundation
South Africa
David.gengan@gandhifoundation.co.za
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