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The Gentleman’s War:

The Ideology of Tmperialism
in Arthur Conan Doyle’s
The Great Boer War
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Wieti¢: The Emergence and

Development of Tsotsitaal in
South Africa

Louis Malatmo

Intrmilucton

Tunlzitaal s essentiolky e langorpe wisde 1p of etements of Atodaas and
ather angnages spoken m Scath Africa Au o palan. it developed apudly as
B mcans af verhal cymmuaication heryoes peipile of Guferent cthme aod
racial backpownds in the orban maliews. Many people have elwavs
anderstund ke term cwietiz' o omean o be shle tnooentiisdcae
Tooteetnal. ¥asiants of Tenisuayl have beer spoken widcly in T sl
alony M Koot from Eundlooton to Springs,

Merlean seholamship has sceunudaled 7 vast body of knowledge on rhe
sulipeet of pidpmns olemanenally (TaeCanp & [laaeock 1074, Todd L0007,
Ilawever, vory litle o oo scholady discaws: an the seciolom: nf Janmuagze
with respect to Tazicwd by besn endertaboen, A boeT Eistegicil aceount uff
lmpuages io sosthern Afroes by Lambam {1778) incluces o 1 lasynzsion o
Troteitas]. Crowloll (196RF m bis study oskes passop ceference 1o
Tanguages . ccnloed mamly to the gaopster elemens' in wban Soth
Admca. Eumularly, o0 & serecy o lopow Bancas inosonchens AQfa, L
axtstcies and use of Tsol st recoives soant alantion (Ldsine L9715, i ther
amfenaree surveys uf Fmpnagpes o Adrica, fr dnglinege, Gresnberyr (19790 and
Adescarnlve (P93 apicke o cetercnos o lnth AfRlerins and Usofsiteal, in
cther stedies, heoad Ligts of langusges i dinlects of Janpeuames oo
the wi ld exeloedle Tsulsdual (Vocuelin & Yoepedn 197K Eatmmer 1936,

WFinl #s gowssig from thus Teratne iy e coraprehensive dictionany of
rhe wouds il eapressions vsed By hose whu spoke dus distinet langiusge
Ap exceplon. to 8 limited carend, 15 Branfoed™s {1O8T) saminal surhy whech
has ncluded A vty of ferms “feam the sheel laoguyge of the raoster s
whebsrwordl”. Fhe pencral contonlion amonpst mary scholars las boen dhat

e — [ -
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Cowpre dfeaizony

Lsetsitgl conantues an uosestomatic wd vasly coongd fam of Adnkisns
ot vy Gsed suaindy byt ok cthen sacial misfies,

Porpose of the Study

Tle presear paper toome part of a larmer stedy. 'l'I:nt'_ nwgridl |1|'-:*:_.ic-:t .El.‘:-'.'ka- Lu
break =elulively newe areund by preseming specificably a historical and
dczemiptve dctomy of Taneseaal, Lhe dicliowary constitnkes o ru_nr]r:iT
repusituey of the Timusze sperience of sccanns of e Plack popelation oo
adan Soadin Afnca L oses o to provide o cesnprehense Salabogne of
words ol phisses used oo Tsotslael e par of soutben Attiea’s hontage,
it ix not soumesbeog which is coneerosd wolyly and oxcluswely with fe past.
Tathor, stice many pecple cnnomug e curmnmiuale in Isotscel, 0o an
wugeriial [t of the sutbmalle and pelibcally saciling, | rasent.

The prozzns paper sy ihe scooc {or Lbe pvierall study aod s
zzsorbally an esploratory messhmlivn o e celationsbep betwecn langeage
amd soziete. Ls i is to bricfhe tace Be bislary of Luotsilnad aad ﬂ1.:
philiseohy behind dls gee Ir concerns dlsell with idenntymg, the secial
brmeeuns of Taotsasl ok tbe omener i wloch o biss beon osed 12 conves
cocial mewminy, However, 1L camet pessibly oxpioce in detal all tbe
dimcostens o fue histancal eveliben nf this lnpuage. 1 e of noeessity 1o
b selecve and will obvposly oot e awthor’s suljeclive operssions ol
the speien language of Lastsinal.

Methodolingy

Lhe peau: mathnd adopied e the sy was (i of padticipant e AL
The angress nllns cochnique of dats pathering beavdy depeads oo tle ratne
cf the Telationdip betasen 19 esemchior and the tesearel: 2aljccts. Ta the
axpem thit one srew wp and participiged actively m the 2ol culdws of black
prban Socth Africt the S preseolsd hercfore alee reflect 210 LRaLler s
LU ER L ]
Althoiud patucipest |_':'!_:._:.._'|_Tl.:.3]:|-.-_|11 witz. e plonaryr rnethud eopluved in
this stady, reher data gehenog 1:ehhiqies eete uel i sapplement il
feindee 0. Jor nelance. facede-facw irerasws wih selocted ke
ircenmants in becidoed e, Tockville wed ol pts nf.I-::-hannthEI;-g W
cumluctzd in Ly e Angust 1904 Imporkan intenzanom whach WA
ithered from hese respondones ngloded  ethnie backsrowndt, socic-
poopunsie tams, ol this tepe of wvdicnnet o '_r'r'hJCh thiey grewe up
and  bapuage epensoves A5 preticwot speakers of the Lgags, the

11

N T

Wootir That Emerpence sl Serebimmes of oot

respanadents veere alse reguestad bo sumsest a ey of leens and phrases
whieh they believed should form part nt o Teedsitual dactinnary

lo sddifion, seme wse was made of daga published m bonks,
tevy spaIpets, Jowrnaks il reigmznes such as e gnd Zonk Theil valae s
Wiat they provide acsounty of cvents and places associated wilh she
development of the langungs.

The Setfing: Kohifi

Sopluatovm {"Knbfi™), Western Natve Township 15T ks and Mewekae
"Blumdera’} were three townships whigd, were dpcated tn the wost of
hobanneshirg  Siwce the 19208 hey were amorest he cpust (mpectant
vewtres of the Bl population on e Witweatersrand Tle (hree communitic:
catc onocueser 2 plvsical ousafestason of the AdTeremoud access 1o
residenlial spiece. Ome of fhe dominunt criteriz used [or desizosting fhes.
Ipwnsips ux residential arens wis race.

Lror purposes nf this stady, these thres iownsheps corstintz rle spesgh
commumity o whacl the seock of words wind expressions kave heen @,
Althoupgh sz #ncky is Teadricted to this aren, naor of te torms, plogses wnd
cxpresaica: wlogh have emcrged R the rescarch wee undettedly
equploweal ov sl Black commnmites vo e Aitwatersraal.

In oo sense were [he comimstitics o these towmzhips cnlieedy s2ll-
cantaoed. They were iolerbaimed with the Life of the rest of [Te Zeay snd
bewiand oy respocts (Hiunsers 1994 EE4 ) Westein Masbve Tovnslun
wits esliblished after Wirld Wor | to provide hensing for Afneans whio wee
emploved n JTohainesbarg, It eoered an aren of approsimateh; T¢5
hoceares and wies siluated ower ciphl kilametres to the west o [y iy ceare,
Sophigtnven ad Meweiare veere Togited on both sides of Weenr SNatve
Township T ol these townghips, Kid could be held Feebold o] Lol
IDIT N9, Tegvan 1982:01, Grewdy 1UMRTAD and Tampelt & Fine
I99F: 1y The housing and Lviag condiions nf the ossjonty of tamilies
etld Al hest be descnbed as Umwic (L beliman 1935 Flaflpan 1982 Bocti.:
1967, Laonhee 1983 Washile & Fide 1994, Mamera 1987 and Mizcl 1991}

Aspects of Urhanizition

Llus section nlthe <udy seeks 10 paoweide o brist account nf the eindy history
of the black crinmmoities m Jobaoncsbucg, 1t @5 expected DAl soch a
desenptive acvewnd will enhance nr understandmg of the dyamice of
comeauity lifs m Sophiatown, Western MNatve Township and Mewclare, &t
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Lo Liaesmne

will mso help us o appreiale the extenl Lo @hich ol aspects ef e By b
1 hearing on the developmest of |sesstil.

The segial stegerties of yehan life o Sl Adrica, 4 in l'll'l!ﬁ'!!' pars af
tre world, 15 2 prodoct of poverfil and dEverss forees (Grold 1982 Spales &
Muovionss 19877 The oioeral vevolehion of the fite 1900 conly wes
accomapanied by B massne mavement of conteact workers doom e Ll
subwiztence-tasaing acas of the Afiican peasartey. They came a tom a
degran kbl pply oF cheap Afiican wboar 19 sddizon, inerzasing imilicrs
uf Furopzans alan aadved in the mini, azeas and tha wew toans, The waits
carteneity bebudes] westbess who cane fam Holband. M mines, etics and
countrystd: of Gemmeny. Gieal Bolao, Haly, Belgmon, Cagemn Forggs and
his Tnices States of Sensmoa.

% oalistiret pestoce of Tiudian faecilizs deseloped over the years 1hey
came manly mom lodi v Balil whee Sy Orst seilsd s iofemileed
Lo 10 the aagar planraticns Subsequertly, many of these wage-curmers
it ] o Jyleser sy and b leoams s e SFilveterarand (hosthric
P9 e A ol Lis group emecesd & Aigorheant mmher of  patcy
EILISpOEOE 1S wlin yideslonk e activtics and Tezd ox Snphzatean and
Mewalzre A Targe penperiea ol semi-kitled wed wekillzd Indian workers in
Tobinmeslon zoselled in “Fiztas” (Wredednep), Doocnfonteon aad edier parts
nEthe @by (LCamoeck 1900

Chinese At contact labcarers, unzimally cecruded om e
s, o seeellenl e foial pegaladion of 1ang on the Rest. A past of
Mewelarg where = voncectidion ol Chinesg-owoesd neighhaahand shaps
amerped. wus popolarhe koiwsr as SChdmaicwr Alse setthed smongst s
blacks were mawy Coligpeds reaz the Caps

The Second World War bzought alony inooense clianzes tooihe Tiees
i hlack pecple or: the Wbvatersrand, Te weoendous rowl m e oumier
el Ardostrivs e Geefegics afanciatzd with iz war effoct Jod to ocreasme
demands For chenp el Tboe Tomie:l seetn einplissznr. hecame an

ingpamant snure of Teslibaod bac o sigeicant propecen of black Gonlies
as he wgmefchning fectsr expandad. The Jocad comeououies ook
emarpz]  espeoiElly oo e Witaamersrand—eonsistad langzase ot wishine
clipe Alar aond Coloweds 1Taodee 19820 I tke 2U205 and 19105 el
msione gl with the ammexs of "pees whises” o Johaoneshors I Parueil
amd Paae 1R 1A Same of e owfie famibes bought stands o
soplriuwn

Ibe eoijondy el e waze gareery wesys emzloyed a5 unskilled o scri-
steilled labearers on the dte veoie oo tadishia, penhey eear Tohanncubnrg
The pelizy o aobeas bar dererminesd the pesinam of Macks o soriely, Howis
casentialty # poiicy of yob seservation wadzn wlnzh fhe madt orly paid and
mghidlen] pnsiiong wers ceserved for black cogplovess, Witk wrals
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comtrasd, ecoeived pretorcadial treemen: mohat ey woere offoed the sems-
skilled aied shodled and. feaciably, better-paying fomms of copluvinent,

A omguber af activiliee in the inkamal seotes duvelooed w thege
eomewnbes. Thesy acteatios vwere  speachcaded by petty-trades ame
harwkers whin encludend scllers of fal-cawes, awce l-vooi. swoer-reed s skas
laves. Tuilors, hatrershops and laodry soraces foozed a sl part al’
s itnnmal seclor (Bazzali 199711407,

A grprulieant propadion of M youth were caddes at oo e
oclnaively white podf coucses such as Coosolidatzd Maig Reef (URRY
Backvaew and Wanlsor Park Jpcseolly Band Park} ¥el others sald lowe]
revespancrs snch ay e Raud Teal: Adoll, Rawne Forld, the S wel the
UnHdek Cite fost TH2llman JE='4'EI-*I.'| Sigrifigaothy, an Kegh o] 9Es 1o
wtes pehceplively, theee casual Deone-gencilioge activntics Torened ke
bedvack. 0f popular ehass iespopses 6 Mz comdioos ot 2kamya:d B

Muny nthes oulivdduals whe wee wempleved wes sgomeed in
enzenal activiics aad othor fruros of devant bebeacionr, The wvade aapee of
ilepal sptsvities moluded e saly of dagpa (otmibas;, browing aod sellng of
il aleubiolic beveages swh as Mol ol sk and e oesosst and
sale ool gtelen propedy Piokpoekeniy, ane stealime were nporlagt wivs nf
nliainog money. As Huzsok {30010 a0y wotes, eanle woner “wimed
merey an k2 semi-lopal sphere af Clinese pambling. o Gl lee”
Prostitptve, vehaie bk and sdirs weinen, 2oman fe deive g orban
Suatl Al expanded,

Am aoportanr aspee| el socl diferantition mthsse earmoniyes wis
the enercence of 4 Wlack middle elass (Ludge 19851 I conselel memy o
teachers, mnses. clerhs, jonmalisis, lavapers, madical declors, crattsmer sl
tradars (Cogidy 19905 A shikanp bsatere af ihese communitios wiss (e
eadfivace of close lies, very often ar & petsnel Jevel, of many wesres o
e izt middle e2ass will mdvddozlz aed Godses of the sonkieg oliss
(Helhnan t940:22), The shenenl copditinos of W in the fongeersd |.II'|'|-.'!I.'\-|I';|:|5
cogendere] solidarire

The speral bnding bebacon e two gligzes was oy Woged g
proust o eonsideilile sucal eonraer in e cummunztics

The dvans juad distmctvencss nf brich, uchan neng las e caplasad
e th stlies of 2 awmher oF weilers wha Lliverd o thess comminrins
Pvlisame L9030 Boatie 9970 Likobe 1973 ol Muters 19871 Tow
mstamce, Sepamla {1976 3407, 10 his poem, Wil Kagham-ban” deseribes
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