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“This is no Time to Gaze’*:
Black Feminist Discourse
and our Politics of
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phatgephic ractios that conksn g beod the lioilatons o prsed
phatuyTapir C : .
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af indusi el Sipitalizm dn ils South Affiesn funo, In addiried o tlescnbiog
what e photographs reveal of that mediziio [ want to sosider the wark
ey do as ingaes assebled ju a photn-cesay. Defare esscasing the
chavagler of Mofokeny’s phatagraphs as representations, bowewver, | want m
comaider briefly the nature of the practices which ey represent.

In fas 1972 study of Zioowst ks on commueer (ome [FunzpoHting
Blach workers hotween she township of Keamashu gl white—domicig el
Thhom, ethnooragder 3 1. Eisman (1977:21 Shwcited Mk whale the pecple of
the lawoshup accepd] the rain 85 pa ol everyday Tiwinge, it was & coutimt
renitder of ther ecnnoumeally wd poliically dependan starus. Further, i
view of the somerimes disustrous accideuts which to plae= on the Afiivan
tuutes im dhe snajon wbam areas aied of the mmpant vivient crine oo board the
trams & at the statioos, the mam nol swposmely nepresened menace
(Kigruan 1977:216} Kieman shows Tow same cominuters chose to eonlest
thear subordiciale sturns and the menece of the doios thriugly (e emactment
oF religions mieals praciized by Zioaiss (ot @l the subsjecls of b snuely
were ov fatt Zionists).

While Mutokeng®s wssay does o spesify what dewnninations e

cmmoting woeslippers beloog ty, their singiog, improaased dewooving;, faot

somping and dwncing supgesrs hat they are adhecents of 1he  wirious
charismaaic sevls of cither Uw Ilndependenl or the Fiowisl chucchees of
Hondbiern Afticy. Tean Comaratf (1985 167 explame thal the dynamie sysisn;
of relygous sipns ad pracoees of flie Zionist sects is centred nn “the
rluwhzed dtengd to rebem the body and rhe location of rhe ez o tha
world Relonming the Tuly and re-ceatdog the possin we symbolic
respocises o the sense o aleoaton aind uf doss of colhend Jdentity gene ae)
by capitalist soca—econonsic strictures in o racially segrepqted urder. Tl as
the bty is at the ceatre of Zromst rtwsd aod belief, bodies (o especially
fares} ovcuper most af the phatostapbic space of Muotokeap™s Fanues.

In the remaiiog parageaphs of Uds secuom, T altempt & closs nwlina

" of the photo-cssay T hope o show 1l 11 an eReaYy coasistone nf sty i ooe-

piwigraph inresduction, ten phorgraphs, asd twa ciptons, Mofitkeng bz
inanaged o coneesy a sense of e resilicnes of Afcan woikers rondemned
to umlerludang the siene dreary, dangerons jowoey  day  after day
Comeencing  with thaee ambivalent picoures  of sobiliry  waorshippers
surrcunske] by moitferent commakers, and procesding with a series of five
portraits of worshippers in vicang states of wanscendencs, the Casay
eoucludes with tan collective portraits of exultant eomeylees CoTtnging,
their perfermative practices on the plafiinos of the railwiy stubion,

Bafore conuerniing en e photographs indiciduatly, T want to wneber-
take 3 lmef ceflection oo e relationslip between mysel[ a5 viewsrfenitie and
Maolokeng’s essay. Jobn Boiger (198289 observes that when we find &
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vhedemmash imzanmetvl, "we are Leddiog ivoa s [ il 1 Bl Llespute Lhe
worhal grnfewiualisation of e plilogiapbs Quough Uw medaon of a
Frovatory paraaraph and tao.capticas, prowding, Train Cheechies” will “a
sl ol funre”, vs ool o alleygeber aaigbifonarard proposton. |

While “Tiain Clunches' 18 el 4 "pure” phedo-eseay . toogr - ot - the
phorazrapis o it Jack the most mininal texbual Fuamnes thiel corvendiore]ly
SEcoopany i cholo-eseay: capoons, Jegends, dates, mames, aol Leseaaticon, '
Much attut the phatagraphs remains 'ohreadable™ B e wel 101d, T
dtance, why Moelkenp close W Jesunsor this patwolar aspoct of
quurzdian South Adbcan when 15, This alone generates guostivas ahich the
photegraphe caunmt aoswer, Wlhat, L sxample. is the cedationshp berwesen
Us phutograpber wad s subjepes? What reludonships do his sobjects have
amgpn ame gnesher? Were she pbhotographs taken oo differont accasons
Hln g, L_.m“:._.r._.h_ wrenaps o evsiereganl<? LT e ..u.._._.,...._“u. Wk _p_ﬂ.n.__..._.m_nnu a1 che
ORIGRENDs eagaged i eeisely? L ) -

o More ineinale delails abvr the pharogeaphs aeg alsesonaanlable e,
Whirl e the mames ol ghe peepls in e photapraples? What du ey sbodk
Al e betoy plealopiaplied ? Ll amiecidabuivy of aewers Lo tbess g
e yueslivas ceinfusres U amibsizn by wherend i e photogiaphs, Lo wbial
s Lomtens Lo supplemseot e vk soteobivmalty of the odivndval
plolapraplis weith & naTative pieesd sopcthae from the cluwes given 12 w3 harl
v the ensaes weshid cyenpunenls el be dbe powgsment of, s wiaal
mbocwaticn. This pemanyve s perorcc fapmoentary and moch about abhg
photegruphs remsmas joeidabls Dur st John Berger (19R22080 s il oy
anguiny Gl photopasphs plincsd segoe voiise restursd ea ponlead ol
mlerprelatle sxpeoence. then e awhiguity of e Cheoclies! yild 5
seTuc ko and ool o rowem tomaeily, ] R

“Train Chorchzs opeds wilh o balt-bady shpl-af o wosoun saongr,
arnl 2wy T sheanlders in the aidar nf a ecweded tean saniag:
Abougb e weorun’s Gwee iy T photoempb' s, Toeus, she iy oot paing
] il il k- ek g oeslead wothe diceclion aof semehbody en foon of
wer and to ber ikt wha apprars as a blwred ano o she betom ettt pam of
1ag treme. The women's face 15 the vly ome we se clearly o this e
N, W can oaly ses narbal profiles of the tan fmces betend e aml of
i 1 the =zatem right hand emmoer, Therz © an ndd t2nsioo m
e g _..".._“..:_w"_._.r boppesn the Gl peocesten] whipn e wonsan’s hlwred
bamds and body poswce semvey and e sullisss aod mailees ovaoeres! of
the fizures behins Len That teosion = failer enhuness by the dustbeion of
iz Meht 2rd dark topes. The babt strewoimy jo troush they wandow m e

Ly weriring abnl rhe P oF Mefakerg = rest, Tohied Friond 3% 1T, 2dicchell = aark
on el pligsncraye ezamy osefal Slrke -2 . "
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_.f.x_,_-_.._E_w__ thad o ehe I s buight and (Bifase, evikioe mowness
“_F_._ E.._"._:&_..:E_ NPT 1 Ul howswer, D [he _u._ﬁ.__.._:_ _Mq:“__ : n””m_____n_
of 1y Lefe tlurd of lae pictime. The ovend] M| IPSEEON Gonveyad by 9_.. I i
W‘._mr d_.,.. eoe -0 Bscneetion ang cOBagcnieor. Appargy |y ,._._....._.i_m”__n.“ﬁ
Mtk coirmotecs belung ber, the weman wiops o e ..u_.__.uww e
Wwﬁm_ﬂ_ﬁ.ﬁzﬁw ,”uh”wp..._mu“_.d_n,.ﬂmh .__Hﬁwﬁ..,._.m them Ml of 1he ﬁm”__.._".m.n.. _.:n_,_ﬂ
o e R EER e ek tbud ol e pieire The sroos sege nf
LN sy cevieed by these wo Frcer it Jowever slil Iy of :
Pl l-smide of the wornan in the et a4 hand e wm_:. .n_._.ﬁ_ Y
_.,u...u_u.mh A un_.mr Cit Bil:le? (lunppst:,| by n_ﬂ_“.”“__u_”n__.q,cwﬂnﬂﬁw h._.__”_ﬂ___m..._,_.ﬁ.. e
Sz wwith _”_._,_..“ :n".__“_._"....”,_m_.m”._.,. ”._Mn_ﬂn m_.ﬂuﬂE“n." pul _",_...__._._....m e i
: H A illad i a2 T woman j
o (R _”____._:.u_mﬁt_u_ thi man i =btwed 0 ﬁ_.__ﬂm_uﬁ_“n”ﬂh:_ﬂ HH:__““__FE ,mJ
..n__a F.m:_n:.._. s looding the phatognsph an air of djswi _..r.w_m___.ﬂ.._:E.m_.,.w;
wiEnsily of ethe suan’s wxpression srasds in SUUNRE Gonnrast W .ﬁ.__n iz .P....:...M
ot the _._H.H_H i of the oar lpuses belingd by whe are ool ,_...__ﬂw:;._ :_,..
oetivn: The ._._.._:_.H: persan, e min reading e NEWR el at ___.a. 1 m.,n :
m.,__i_umﬂ_,ﬂ.z_. 1B wncanceengd with Qe cheplay of religiowe cxpreggiviw ,M"_. o
Place m manl od bive Llaldmye age iegape; wih Tis L= hend, e bangs h__.,“
.mu.m.,dit ..EH_.. Tug righe .n_..m:_.uu hus nghl am held Jizigonal]y n_uaw._.w has m.%cmwnw
_..mr_“_”_m___wm m_m EFE Ty P._..w_: fh SEMT 0 8 or eunsine the Tracoe, The i :m
HOgitcisol i lunker ephanced by e Wiy i whieh Modolkonr has

eaptured e space - owlizh the qan m.f. lozatzd, staulius a5 fe 12 Selwes
Twn pales by Wioesel, Dankesd g wlker sfile ._n:.. ,,._..n...u_u . e
chatching (lewr ey Faepr, T
e ,u._“._h_.u___mﬁ__ﬂn__..w_ ,”,_uuuum”..;u. Em_:._.n._....__.m.q ..n_..n ihurd e, dnutksl ree 3im
I L EhEing wishipper, whe like fie wershippees in the pevigy
tan pliunzaphs i locskd oway from s photrgraphes aod g _. i ..m
nn_:_._._,_ﬂp.z..._ eIopry space. Ti this caee, ?.,E.u{n_...__ﬁ ..u.._._“u,_: ,..,n_._.q—,_.n_u.,_r_._r n_..__n:
z.p dlctlinn of Muse andiod hin 1o 8 small AH oI RPN _,...ﬂ.m.ﬁu__.h,”_m.,_.n.“.,.gﬁ.
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" n :E”.an:., M phedeirah meh af whicl s duk_ tha ?_.n:m__.,._ __: #.___.f
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L ,“_w_:., Az ey vverwhelizing e enmposionn Loeay _.._m...r_..ﬂ: the ““_q_.
ALC CALPINg anci Sliping (3l e zaled ), e ectorruzh bygs a d__np.ﬂ.“.r.&”._ﬂ_F

HHEER L) T 1]

. Fileo ity b -
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Ulmmirgaled face is the pichme’s foous, leoks o fo e s:;m::_u[ The heafung
with her moath open s though e i= both smgiy el segistennge aJairrn _

T sixth aml seventh photugraphs capture the feangported vimges of
ar et ozl wornan mod s iodividual e pespeerrvety. Located ot the very
eentre of e Dane, the womin®s inrdoated Gwe and tnrso conyey 3 S2n6c
ol gheer eaabliinn, & sense redfmeed by the blackoess which gurreineds her
“and be the wiy in which ber i sountonanee eonliasts wth the it
silhowskte which we can barely make vae to the lefl of ber. A sumilar wtieed ds
achieved in e next photograph, 3 captwoed close-up @ a paier With
AnTawed hrowe whose ht-ap fave i fansed by o sress nfhilack.

In the cightk phutagraph, we have ¢lose-nps of e senobs countenw-
s of Ly wiimcn, prayg with thewr eyes cloged while they hueld their aoms
angt Lhe List (wa puetuces e of seivigss vuside the mon, and cach
sapires mone woeshippees ssoullanesialy than aoy uf the provious l]hl:ltl_'l-
praphe. [othe frst, @ gooup of e weemen at the ceole ol Hie paclirs 1ala Lt
cieetes surmounded at & disepace of a G feel by Reilens commuren s standing
in u ot aenond them. The cepreesions on theic faces are goyfd, and that
semse of joyfulness is eohaneed by the wider sweep of the platograph, tulang
it 2z 1L ¢lers 4 tuch berges geza tham amy of e previcus syghl isorce.

Thz very last phutigraph dn the essay s a caplion whicl reads “Park
Stalicey, Johannesbasy® . Singing continges onto platioem beibee ponple o off
i dfiffere diccenons to work . Tn e left cedre Talf of the pichiie, a smalk
hand uf copwmiters wilk alofg singing wd capping, Seven faces are visible
am] agust of Aeen are soaitig. 1 the rychi-baeed third af the pleolograph, ober
crndnarers stamding a1 dhe open duerway of the main appear ws bluned
figurcs, while i 1he hottom righe Tand comer, tue skimi, shoes, _amd PE o -:ﬂ'.a
woman walking along the plallorn see wneible. The vesd of her 15 10l There is
a tensicn m the [witograph semetaled by the conlgst behaesn (I <distinmet
jowfulness of the conueorers oo (ke left of the prcturs wha have dezsiemided
aller survivang the joumey intact und the binited image uf (s commutens sl
meide e nvercroveded o] daigrerons ran

Pogsihly raken g epaiate occiswons, the plotopraphs consttuts A
s galive whols wiich b2 2 stooy ul alicnation cesistet. Wiithng aboin the
‘pppositioe (0 history” muafesied in 8 photugraph by Andre Kectesz, Jobo
Bermer (1952 103 notes Ut

Al phat:igrapbs ans poasibbe sonlibutions he kstary. asd any piaccgrapt ukder
\anlgilh circumestacsss, vAn be wsed m eoder o break tae monopoiy which bstoc

by o T

These wondls are pertmeas 1 my teadiog of “Train Churches” The
nain-  and  tmeaoend  commte s in [‘-'luf-:.!"tet'lg'k. ph-.'_:ntu;:],,rrupll.a are
repecsented v (e yprocess of breaking the moneg=<ly which hisgusy has over
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Train-congregany el Tram-fiemiy

rime aw] wlich tho reale of pecessiy hag nver their day-tn-day Lves. 45 a
whele, the emsay coniribubes 1o this resistuae by areerhliogr the images in
witys which invite cocogmition of the evervday drama they represent.

The overalt effeet of the essay is grealer than the s of 1ts parts, This
My b un intrinsic wonsequence of the jnouage-likc properties of the e
essry. Johm Rovger (19823890 wpuss that =il ploopnmks placed m o
Ouemtaae el are Tegtared 1o s liane conlexr,

nat &f eeis: e ke original wparal canrest fronn whih they wers lakeo—
Fhal & uipossible  bur 10 1 wonkest af expeiience. And thers, their ambizaty @
fowd bt o At alloowa WAL L shiow to be spprgpmated by reflesion, The
wirld Uwy ceveal, frozol becomes fracrable. [he infrmamion Ibey conkun
biecarney puaneated by Feddang, Appearances Deomine the langunje oF a v life.

The cootext of experience o whicl the phatographs in by [oheng'e sasy wne
reshomsd (2 that of e desly eomimling expericnees of willaons of AL e
wichers. Celeliratiry anel detached by tums, “Train Clhiurches” CAPMIres wne
ol the ‘somplesily of an cveryday expetionce i which erdinary workers
eoncred hil practices thal undercut the conpoodification te which they
were subjecied. even ag they tepeodupe] some of e feafures of the
Lppeessive order. Apperrasces here do indeed bewome the lgaspe of bved
laves, lives frawght wilh alienatian, hiepe, end conrsadicem. Motoleng’s l=xt
iz therefore in 5 sense more complex and coipcling sham either (e
d:ﬂci@t, gl:d:lss;-'_imagcs nf B in South Afris drealated by apologists for
gpartheld or (he magery of uoremittinghy spestucular confrourd oo produced
eveh By progresseve photojournabiss", -

Fai all gt pewer, however, 3 do-copsstualized reading of “Frem
Chysehes' voadd serve o owcludes the baesh realilies which rmilt-':?ﬂnmﬁmﬂ
oflen Jd to tace. fo *Toonam”, Bereng Setake {1U80:64] 1mnles preachers and
theie emprompe congregmtions are cfian sfenced by Irain-ganes singing
obsaone fongs. Eoothe story which 1 wnabyse v ghe aext sacticm, it j5 the
congeegilice tlaell whech panicrpites 1o e sileweing”.

"t am thinking itat oF Lexts Bke T . Rolwercson™s Sour Ao Adoeres FIFTR] oo 14
one bandl, and Peter Magabane's Stwero: The Fror of Fear F1%®a], on the ocher.
Fublished twn yeare Gfbe the digirbanass Rlich socked the aglion s Lewndzqy, Sourh
Afitegr Aok comtaing beulifllly composed photogeaphs of Saneh Africa's Lundscapes,
selllements, clinauc fawres, and peeples. N is vicea®e popassible 10 glean any T

o the phitograpts end tld capions ehar the coalemporary realite whieh ey

drcumented was one of raey and class war Clunalirvely, they hue alus ollict of nuaking
'.Sl:ml._h Africa seem boib exotic and massuring. Canversehy, Migubiane's dest (which
coasists of phetig apbs of the Seoelo uprsing) conveya an overall sense of | bel plti awees
sl wiclenisdion which is bard w syuare with 1ho usilisnce of fhe Miugyle against
aparibeid bich i1 the tiooe when the phoaos wore 1aken (1990} and ot Lthe time whet 1y

- were publisked in hook fpem [14345].
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‘linding Spaeces 10 Stand Mext to Each Other?: Train Friends
wetd _,.w.n.-.mn_..n_wu. m=. Mlirixm Tlali®s “Fudu-u- :uﬁ.. '

Se s pprodeaion —anm e me callo L. cvcrsdae ub—kas,
rf conris, e __._.u i A toee tag ._:_”nwe.._ i=sue on o Dot o
cebacal and ctwal e, west syedborals oen sk of
s Far everydye life has alwaws weirned hensilte an o rhe
slders el wrmen Jhaplar S Tibes AT R .

Crron Ik al o oonlings wes e Ui very sapmclivialis
We jizdge e resales nf apoareatae 23 axplaitarion W nepiem
o vrgafionfe St big utads s paopis alie to some selocon
pipltaben and apmesiar People haer soecved edseme
ravisan. L oieae < _..u.._..._..mn Aave heen creatve alon e e

(fareee 153100

T vy veadsng o], *Traon Clenches” repaeeent g soane ol L sy o wlsgh
in the evoopday sspercrec of commoong biacks sonseripoed w0 eree 1he
material neads of whitca managad o ceartesr then lzpal fand cocnonie
ctnnlics a8 Wkeng of exclznze o the produgioo ol gaols séreices, an
capital, As [ have ooed, blel comcrniers ace represeaied as ot s
cillesdelica rhicugh sipitving prachice:  whidt andercd, of aendl? o oped
gocmly sipnifear ways, foe relenfess processes o0 ourdandification
which they were suiezcled | by shovan hoa i VTron Clrrehes' thege
Y [P - o

cbn e feicsd emeiienls -l hn
T chie last sachion of 1Thia gleper [ x:"__.._..wn aoaney, Wi Tlabi'y
“In Fowduih oweith ks contedictoe s Szt ol wegangn whn
oeist comietd itk mellile lvermes of oppression. [o the store, b Rain
merves an & dovioe for essemibline-a camitiniey of Black womsan who cupe
wlt Ahe ceatidizr, barden of cormmwopp—-ath ity atwenddnt rigks, daniers,
A=Y CANAINLENNE  Cvocy SRy peactices baacd  on temal?
rity wnd Tecadship Fooally et lac?, the Irgia iz alae a deviec fov
e appeals In racial solidarity .,,..En#

¥ in pLzshied s
dirackiovdedge ponder jucgeitics, | .

Azl pmwr already  snggested,  wndsr goodivens ol srwciural
2omanabvr, bedily prcbesz- are crucial B Lhe prestoaalen of cubucil
dentime Winting aboit the limited forme of prarest available w0ty Tshidi
‘prasanarar of the Sl Afrizan'Bitewana border ropion, lean Comannff
SV0RS MO0 mokx hat white nlle nonf a codventionaly ‘eollicall
malae i crzsizteotly deocsd Qe b dimog! do Tedeaer guntiel o oshao
W e wold saoc tomn of ochorenes aud fractabclie, confinuzsTs s
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ke paicily of blwk wone’s eootcibutions to Sowrth Ainci Bleray colluce
und i aricelating the sdrpctural seasons foc ehes:

She dwed oot only 30 speak o zgeindt the Souch Adhvae spsian, bor alse
apaiost L Jomiveaas of eanle aring which lus atended Lleck bicrature from
the Legsineming”.

Megobu oheerves that m Soweto Sioeies, Tlati fheoses on “workig
conditioms, murrizges problems, pove o and poor housing, drfikig, prolalems,
male ficklences and penegud depenerating” Ay ig the case with much black
Seastl A frican ftermture af tee 15805, the sluges aro chicfly concemed with
life withio e black whban comemnites, tather thao witke b Black-Wits
cagiat diatectic Tentrafly prenccepied with O Tives of Black wounen, Tlodis
stiwies conneet soxsm aod oale Jowingnes with the sicucoures of apaobend.
A5 Mool L8 = ogtes,

Trucueh | TIal'y| sovang 236 W ser beraarh the skm ol duicwimnl e, o s
how wieak they redhy are;, haw decadsal =zod mcapgotared  wirheat aoy direc)
Telsquooe 1o tnu povciwncal mnd 1s opartheid spzem, she sbavo o boew deephy
Lhi ennrerng policies have eazen mig avr way af lifg

Tlali"s stomies du el Beeggeound aisher the battery of oppreasive laws
whigh constiruted apurtheid or Uie amey of seounty @od burewicearis forees
whose papuse wits to defend and perpetuals (s liws. Bather, there 15 a
prodang of the hegemonie ojuries snstained by blacks living wder exuremely
oppressive condilions, as well as an explucation of the ways in which Ihl::.-
reaiss the penetratinn of e hegemaniv system inde ther day-r-day lives

Fud-yg-u-a!' is dhe stoy of three black wopwn whn ace cooght o the
Friday crush of lobwmestong’™s mush boor, aod whoo allee mizsing ther
prefecred train, must wait for 2 osuricnsly wneate traio which they would
ratlier not take becanze of i repotanon for videnee, bo the narrative, theee

* In respanse Lo g corocis by 0 male wrike wha idhely Lod candescendinudy remarks
Uil SiF oL want 1o aTite. you will dreate che dre, whetber you lave o cheld o your
Lack or whether you are preymant’. Xgeoba 4 1980 20556 recnnts: “Jo Africa i @ Jiapliesic
er swy, “Tiest stamd up and wite”, hecouse thaugh the wuoina uught wont fa write, chey
are e Jrio 60 oipress the Eficultivs Ibey SHNE ROFCAS 0 Eheir marriages Aod oo Tioanan
will scwnd vp in prublic and say, “1 have oo Frying tnwrise, bt m Bushand won't pllow
ir". S she mavs "1 have becn foe bosy” Thise are ke pmaldens. When Tmake a0 apneal
er dhe men in Lhis gaibeging 10 ke e write, Lo presenl our viows differently, B is ayaioel
the backuprwnl of an urmsilimg male wasckd”. .
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Tridiomcongryany wred §rodr-friewd

are several inwocations of specifically Goele solidaridy' The fmst
expressiom of sdedunty, bowever, crosses the gender divide. As one of the
characters absent-mindedly walks anta angsmieg i, « scusle pedesiriug
pulls her back on (o e sidewslk. "Lhe nesmuler cecords che charactec's
gratituds for the men's ineervention-

[L'iL haul nrd besn Bor the tomely fesnine of the man, Mkels woukl hyvee daried right
g the flow of cars whech wume io rushing imp=taasly dimen qluar girect Xhe
slopped abruply and gasped chnnkfully, "Danke Abusil. Sbe sighsd, xking up
at b fage of the pecdon wrhode ann lad sealiad her and perhaps saved ey from
cxtau disashes. “Chur brathers arg usaslly 5o praroctivo cowards w an 1own here',
kel themght graretlally {Tlali 198w 23,

That brother]ly pradeciivensss, howevar, is absent frorn the sceourio
which Mkele evokes wheo desorfhing to ber Miends the sbiess to which she,
like many wiber female comoutera, bad beeo subjecied swlabe rding tbe in
hewne, Recallmyg how the train was especially crowded an Tar day, flate
vennrks Lhat she was toreed ints an opright pogition by the coed of many
Iunhies:

*  Ln hen study of the sacinl and edmiral edprazions aade by Mok domeste senancs
working, aced living in a0 gice w3 aaile liv whiless, Eleanco Prescon-ihpte 1EE2 1905
discumsey the colbgle® feapona win lrain-Eiendships were of imnwense impamaqce o
Black Fanale’ cntinuters “Tha Jomy burs which 3ea M. spends in goonmuting duiog the
wotk we i, Bum u paseod paint of view, complasety wamed, When disvusang her
Jerumal peations she menticesl vtk ceeluasiaton oesliogs she kad adith arir pessepgers
an the orning. Sbe lue ropuler “tam.Fheds™ wha mest each worning ace, iF possible,
=ach evening at the satien and sis cogedsy in be mme coech They chyt, kniv or eew
while nlue Journey is a0 progress sl walk tagetber pare of che way B Jion 1Be gatian
Liem-Eiemls g= io koow o gearl deal ghedial esch ulwr acd aboul e respective
Brmilies ard probloma. They essisl sach ciber in preporing food for parties wid
celebiabums, which always straio heah che inwe sl e pinkel ol domesis servants,
Whes Wrs 8. e preparing a «&ai 1w her rurel hoeme, ber dhrge erain-friends sach gawe
her g E_H'|1I1|| gith of Moy L bidp ber meut her expeices. Train-frignds also poogide
sometluce of A piietine wa toa daily Fusmey to and o Banbal The beins ars ncd
valy crowaded, but grs filled widk peeale wikeawm Lo wavelbers, sume of mehome mpy e
pickpockets Wonka whie el together ragulary can crist @ach offer and 5o sl
Campany v the walk hame throogh cthe dark towhip siessts ix an invaluable murd
zamir gekacks o mapgings. Sboukl a tain-Lrieml nod appest an dirme o b ealico, ber
conigamivad wall keep ber a sewt, and iF ghe migses ong of Twa prameys. will iovestivote
by visicing her home; if ahe is ill or in need, by may provide che speathend of help and
=ucerr. En this we bive wal anather samgle of on Hfomsl sasocieliso which provides
vempacioeship, pobetial help aod seuedly aod coe, furtheroare, which Eqa arisen fhom
the pehermise nogative aspecl of long dxily commucer fripe berwent Black and white
reRichin Ll MFaRY".
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Lees Alvorer .

Oin 1% "Fowr-5:x’ -rooane darss il dosn oo Lhe faod seooden beoches. Coegvone
i loc feacked Bas oosonel i e betclkss oor on cies Paor Yo Jdid sl
evervhody ek wes domg il vea il oo wank Le Tieak voan back o e o
licvus .. . 1jemipd on o the buak ond was Riieil ince thal usnigal posizion by o
1cArry Ldinss an ol o  TLAl 19353350 ) ’

hkele fhen gass on to deseribe Lawr frane samesslacz inodhe impnssibly
wuergiiwded colbpdriiuemd, i opeedrioe deacein 2he o ungdle b s beging o
lean] soaoe of Ler fellowe voooouters e a oitdal of comenal bpoen-sogmay
Aller recunsteucting b callanlrespadise of 1he hain-chursh service. Neee
telie hor friznds hat at diat eoomeng she réslly wishad “thay woald sten
sy aod eraog”. The meszen? Under the cover.of be worsboppers
“Seateniox chemis’, noamoed BorpetmatuTs woe cugaging i sexnal abuss:

- Thuse winz cowsd I up Liem kacds saceil clapping Eram—ianl, L waocd b
misic o stop beasse, iedend of Relpirg, thy veme maiss s heing used as 1
il ] owes 1 10 AR 1Y pimaons wad by st gicg iy i and
Lk side, waine Lo probe mbi ony prvase pane aed sobady was pagiow aiterzian.
1- weas ernarenesing 2ol awfal (Tlali (089-217 T i

“Eele rells ber shiends that altheuph her protzet veoe nobeard, she m:nEH_“H_“_
I 1ezist Mg anonstonoug hirg ey

That lxy, & tharke:l <id ire _._.._S._._.m given me bip _...:..d..n_“m__ .._..m.m_ﬁ Eecanss all T &
wis a5 Lhens oreer wne ol awl squesre gy bacd 23 5 ceald L Zlenched iy
boask and wighed that T oere gredmg chose finpess bebween e fries (730
Labis:A1). . ’

Her resisranes, howaver, Wiz ulbimatelys onevailing o

winle b el comgesiar 1 wad ioipoasTale ot wlo the culprits Sers We
wiHiazaied ied swheoed in thes termtle tartare STt 2% 2nd rhere wms rathidg v
reatld dn o Figii Padae2 1} : ’

Mielx noles Lhat Jwr sensy ol powerssness wes-ranforoed. by thi
kenanedmz fhai e gricvances of-alused wonen wenild nad e helieverd;
laber segvus) o1 eden keard, She recaels shal aaz) bel day, she kacscl had
disbelicved soorics of azxual abnse wa M maiag ' T to

Pl fipr Hne 1hy Ay gor 10, Pack S0 s wed Lo i L alls
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aud 1mds amil aeeer bl i |oosed .

L amadl Ui, ] usal Lo e waner v ah
A Fesr sheen goearing, nud spi| Py SR,

:

-“.H La |xs =] _r _u_n_ I'n iy 5
| ._ _E_.._.l.. re u__u:_r_ 1 h_-.._._ =] “unﬂ...u. 2| _.nu.—. :..EEN DN _.n__ r |
" Ln.ﬁ.__ux_“ En.l rn_r__ﬂﬁ_ iaf _wﬂ .T__m___n__u__.-;l. _u_ _E_-_H _...._“__,l_“_ _.r_”.._.._.-.._._f.l. _u_uu..ww L

SOy ) TR e by

Kkele then revalls dhar LLs
u # hdiefier va{srasiv uj i
i ! . S PADTeEsINe their arper, she au
e ke ..u._:_ Lad by seeally Jeanglod salighr ny rae i o
¥ TeIndereing their sepsc ol T rmini : . TRENET Wi digrury

_|._.=_ frur dry - romer .“_ ' .
el _.__”_......_.._u..._“__u_”_._.q,_.__.__.__.““u..u_:._.;Hm“_J_.w ._J ke oF puisies e ansing ard
. = 3 = ey : : . .

i b bk Iy il fesemtable £ 1al 2 A it g

. . VLali 15 )

ThE MBIy Of this e - .
o Ll % ﬂ_”__....xu._u_w .ﬂ_ﬂ__.y__.-_ﬂ_mm. ?lmn.m: . r . . )
[Limarcshz| PaleTing axer of The ghise E..NMH_.._:&__ _."u__.”_._...“._..._u_.h_”__u."._un___ Cridiques of (e

Wi i5 _w....1_._ I . L i .
gL [He Iy annovicg iy rhal ne o
e | A1 Ueaney Juooen, o .
FIE LIV ST T . PR ang ateiel skyg o
They jusr _.._."_1. m_..__. _._...._E._..u =l s o nensgey beeme 1l - __.__.,.E .:.._,.___n
LURT eer: Thay prest e ety like arimals (Toes _..E.u_ .T > uifer,
. Al [T Iieday

m.mx__u_“_muh 15 ﬂ_”—_.u_._n“."m“ﬂ&ﬂu_ﬁ?#n“_nu Inciticnt unE__—._.._._._”. af the SOlluws, o feorale

fave boer wagting _ﬂ.._ﬂ b .,_.ﬂ_f.q r 1B sz F__._”_”n_”_ she arl hes 0N P s
3 doeper snxdety a1 ..___._.uﬁr ; ”_.__”._.____un_ b ."..”q. Miehe"s o Mhigue Frass:bly _.._..“__.nu

Thili*s 2, Foe 4___.._.F..nE_M_”__ mﬁ.aq__“ Bl En_.,:”d reading ol this gae:, _,a o
ch el ALY moiss by L ot

.w_“r_._”__n_h_wm_“__ H“_uawﬁ”.””“uww Temaiks are iy E.hw,ﬂqnm#h_:ﬂn_”_umﬂ,_a,_._w_;__n_:
] . T Erwual abuse of LY sthyie il gy

Thee ard no nygle g
. A Tharaiey s agiant: whin
Fhes plaiy oo £ ikl « s Pemen e the aloss | The g
e m".__._”_._.i... _uu_HMq__ﬂﬂ:_r_m. ..n"._u.._u_n; 13 o whach the ponsics <. ma q” .E.H_Hu;..
Lo ieatisl fn...r n_._n__ _._“._L__H :.._”m_.__._m s P'ehzse Lrinry b Luel: _.M__..EE_H_
- : T iy ‘el Iy rtangr
tenlale iy . X g YCnn refir bl ta P :
._E_Mi____.ﬁ_,__u_a nid o the suthorines whe — .nnéuhq:__wn_.m_: i,#_h_.. Contrs
: : B —l3at s, Crhey” : ® L o J P
_..,_.....r.h..ﬁ._.__n_.np ;”h. Lt s, "rhey” iay eriears sl by _..m:“_._,.u_n:,___m.m_n - ak e
: TENL Fhed, Bodames Trope for the wan ” i o e,
e sorficking Lisafen 2 rups At el e Y [T A

TP Wicomis 1eadine 5

: ading is acengaie, 1t
. - . - 1 omay help " . .
Eaeancns by the wa gy uf bith the | P 1B Rastunt for the Brespuz,

zalzdaniy. 5w . .m__n__ of, am the nied f= Fu.
. When Niele inrodures o g alie s sl et g | .__”_.E_,..“.
S = g (1 em

L -._.u_ .L Ll al H B . g Ll 1
_|._ —_ a _u.u._._n_.,l..y.f__ a L= W ] abl ..y.__-. 1 1 ik E .—.n
raldl A g Elpu 1] J 2 K L ___ T | o b Ty L TRtk A

S T e e . e
oom _...:.“___L-_.m” __.“_“_.mmm_w__.....__,:_..__ﬂm.._;:.ﬁﬁ WP e Al o iz
i fugl LA O W = iry i "
T mvprl ka0 her 1 ki Jegg g F A Bt fin _b..__..

S AR Wamen
ure thes know [,

Ly
. LTSN [l
Pl A t i

aEes o alienared . gng alicixating  Lihagy

—_— _———

achiews w1 seroive i

—_——

121

T

e

i
»
-



Llewicl Alvokdz

Curnnslarively, howsver, the Meguent invocarion of diclmes Hks e one [
have posl guede] seong b betray an onsgoken awsiely 0 the namabye over
vt of fle cavses of [kmale appressin.

A Wicomb ndes, seprepaticn under capatalism iz nne canse of black
wamen's dememation sl o8 identefied as sueh m the stiny  Anather, more
imtimate, source of donunaion, that of Bleck men, s ool geed dircctly,
Isrwewves. Instead, the oaorative celieds an e anonynons thard peegon plral
marker (llwy’ (Wicnimb's flostmy detsis"s W refer o the perpemators of
apxual whiese, Lyen fhe namcleas durd peeson plimil, hossever, seeems o
genorar: oo mouch polectially uncontamakle amaigty’. Aflgr Mkele's
gomapent al<ut tha way “they' meat wanen ke animals, the narmitive foos
shitte to the arrival of the Tonr-awaited trum:

"Here's the “OLTFive' ' sonweone shencled lnodby CHhers whistled. Miele, Buooib
and Shadd sorarbled indn psiban 14 was now oo By besiness Seraus muscle’
hiasie=ia: the ot aned dil fiphe far sameival Todoal lodos! fud-u-g-0-pl" several
v Phi: wworg of cammnnd (Tlali T893

The train's armval serves [ ®tcoupn 1ot joat U women’s @oevcksahion on
e plarfoum, bur the namadive’s evocitinn of geoder ecadlac ag well o fie
story. “lasiness’ rakes over, Lbe prindicg quotidian Fesiness of siupelng o
garve ol & space W the crush of borneward-Lowd Iaodies oo the aparthesd
Lrazing.

But while the siory passes over w sdeooe e confhiet which the
women {lestimely whisper fboal, it veor meotion comslilules » victary of
sortz for the charecters, s women Sitegpling o Anave m o pasasrclid
arder. Tle evecalion of (hin conflict also amouols 1o # seloty, however
b, for the texd s an Ddereention in A climate mwicl woaneln’s foeesa
to sugiul and polimcal power bos soel will sHiT resisianec, cven Son
STOETGERLY QUATTEIS .
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a veadigg of Thar it roay ke leaving unsuid

M oy mueditacien am the cantrhgtion whean wames's pocr =cold malee reoa post-
apnrfneid dispensztioie Ingaid Fiske 41965 T8 pakes 1he follzeng suygestive aomwka
absul the nopiilaces o “sazing speeck’ ¢ Lina ceanty it s eonsnenne ds=H, wih
sl Laboar, che apperiuity Lo asseil e imponange af winmen's expenence iU soces
speech® gy Ueere The word is especialty cosyualiGed o Sl Africa, hewe much oines
availzble chem 1s 31 Lor e iing hy menonen? Ta bave as uoe's wideawinar Cloz defahiting of
the f=male 3¢l is wiws [fung, 10 be defining within the content of & Geciwsd a1 ln_li
cevelutionaey pressure is yuile aoatho. For what revelotics 33 warth Bebliog it n
yemetuabas miyths which sxchade balf Tts pomradsss.
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firsd page, an astecisk refers us to an explynmicon of the word Fudua!™ “a
chanl suiys b destressed comigers yvige 1o ouet oot crowded 1y
Commusters have mnum thieie backs o ain dears @ wiigele theic bottams
0 ke roum For themsclves “as they claol “Fau-d-n-u-a' The cvenaday

- pracuics signalled 1y the chaating of “Fudiea! ig alopons o the wer which

the ssy perfomes 1 oreanmg & spade, however constrancd, foe & wonwn’s
ripTatve of evervday sesistece, As Wisomb [19%0 11 s 0

The chare has spexific ilfocucionay Girce 1hass g a0 Yinscd o s=5CK, om o
accupy the see mowider Lo accamanednre nsore peeple, and cie comtermual
KGR ol ke wile quislly fmmafira b 1 siove wnl whispers its piga

Reculliny the fiest time clet aael ber feend Wtombi oo of the olber coa
witsgn oo Uag plil form) bad draved e conaefer croveds. Kkele reveals (s
full Jesacul meaning of the atare™s fille

Wihen che crain care bomgigg oo Uial Maleds placfans, 1 wns supiaed s
puuple durn eheir backs awny fican thie dowcs ready to peopsd with e shaulle -
bleles and backsides “Fudunt | Gedua! L. lod-u o-a™ 5o zke pant sle-eg 2w p-
a-Up bt pusbepush yelling staered as evercane mng, wonie sl child alise,

- AlrAined all the wsdes io bt hedies 10 g ingick, § ust allowe? inself 4o he
“raaned” alang 1 thanght Veecyll e dartened dead (T3 D909 14;

Tike 3 cosnmuter whle to malks 3 spence lur herseit m a dangeronshe vonpgested
carmage Bt prevented by the eoush ffom ewpving oz todng, the namative

. manages W regisler g moted protes] agnnst 5 sulme masculieist dizeon e

fuat i% vnalile Lo confont that dizcourac besd on'?. Heverthelass, i de wice
exdra-ertial cunest ol Lhe ives of working-clive black women in the | 9&0s,
lwd-a-u-a!” manag2s 1o “sir dhe pot” of affcial discourss “m order that a
mew Apace can b memted for the onished and Nepredef female to ameulace

her plight’ (Wicomb 199HE41).

.[n 4 TEAange: [0 3 papex an Jeadnism delivered By Buels Baechew ot e Seeaed
Afrioan Wrisers” Conlence st Mockhalm, Tlali {1358 155] cammencs o0 e parolised
hogrilicy oo Gunimisl pespectives amang Elnck Seuth Alfcar e, 24 poing oge that
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“Lesk, wu are alrendy 7 FEnuast You are o whire wompn prd a fenusdal” LU s thraswT
inke woulr 06 1n tbe sam way in which Cornitist s U ewen ifoe che face aF 5w blashs
in Searth Aftica, Soche foa s o corcrete thing, thers 1 4 delirale Tmar sl fenmism in fhe
Afjuan men, especislly im Sony 4 ica’

125



Slervied AS ks

[beee “crusbed word depraded” ferrales are not at sl represened as
borplugs vistunz of an nergleptingly nppressive aizticm. Hether 1hey are
women who withm despersisly  copsimimel countsloces muoaps 1
mAintain 4 viahie and resiliene sense of selthood. - (CHien in the soocy de
wineln ale gnnling ard lauglong a2.ahey clkar, and we aboold. ceatl Flcla's
allenal 1 paingd Mg Bamd of the reao abgsing her) _.:.__._:“...E.v a5 Mee ooy
weimls Lo i closs uporg the I0pin's simivai 30 e 38 though men ane onge
Agiin gontg, o dasplics women Foo: De parslivg, o a8 wone decg oftee
displaced froo the mnmitives of oictun ad of the waliel Tesicion snoggls

Lane wanikd! ‘men waztad ne-isie Gvan hefarg the traits skepped, e held
fighty on oo che seles off s apen windoas, ard svwog - then bodies, wigs s,
Lo che copches A oo netives bnd sec:sead sinicg apace. froy Treaereed” places
Fn’ heir feoizbe wampanans wio of souge had oo alosnalzee e e e 1oy
"fidia' eowtice 2t tree Jone { Tlall 198942
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ard achicws theredny & kind of victomy™: -

Iz amedioer Cwed 0 Udee itwtes, chie toain e colee: 108 sempone ardidalils and
“he trrss winmen hor spocesded samshe karrhing th=ir way in Thew hnd at
lzsL Zimamd space o staod nesl s eacl: pikey IL was o lue vl and i vicli
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bt earled on el en rendily g izl prRenls feaicdn {1k

%Nk A2

The qualified victary of $he women in abtaining a space o the criwded and
danpesuus tiaing roflects. e qualifted vigtory o7 the wlare as -5 whole in
“stir riaye fhie pl*. Bt the very List senleove reosods us ol tbe conlingency ul
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seual abuse nod [orce the commimty Ll yzositingely coocesd the alwse, Tl
siory thus Uguws iolo” gueshen  defiobons o -commenity  buzed oo
uuproblematized assumptivns ol taqal solidarity. Bac the woplict cndiqus 6f
a maic-centred vérsian Lf conmunicy renaing aedevcloped, Both exis thos
parteke of the fuwidice witicl chardererizes the diatectic Terwacin dominasinn

il resisldnce. ) o . . .
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lev induee s state of Irnse To g i g slale of lEange is a painful trocess.

L qunie;

A Exap, ann fald Fichzrd Kee Tl s-ilag ares tear sévsic apd vy wur They
ery e, oy orv sk, 10 paicticl U lwnat ™' By cke age al bty S Lioe Iif-'i||
ki whether e will B akle e sroguen bz pean and Seer o hezame alliest oo
30 MR | Lawin Wollianas & Crowsen 08%.04]

When Rict departs oo Jus juinacy, there 5 great Cear ameng, the muen:

Al ke ot e st af-azl Gzl ey easasels ontle gnd phe swcal colls Jown e
[-3é" 25 in ki karadiops 420 nng can bl vud Ui Sie with one baa®

Possibly the anow are s fnphtened because they know bow pnodil and
diperons The jormey om be They ae temiliac with e eacles oy maire
of e maniifestetons of the apirit sosld,

Fuar is curremy his ©wirspezlseel” when he depart2 nn beg joasnes. Vs
dn nce koo wehat e et nates of thee obge] was, apart frem De ries®
pezes Mz it cowld huve besn 3 sz of lucky chirm, Davad 1.cans-Willame
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Poor White Satyrs and
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stppseid 2 he an nhves of ozl aiteeead” (Fraod i 98585144
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amhack upoie Adiean aariclafi=l szl cocupics AR leresipge Tosion
willin the Zrecwurse on cvilisgjuo 0 e lae disclicenth ceior ihe
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When rhe chareters o Mame feow ki soe (Sbumnam J!-?"'-_“.'J ar
Qesesived as Cpone whites', dhey AT seen RAIRIY 20 S0 DeCOIE el
poluica) ferms. The o clemenl o the -::hu:u-,;l_n-.s, Wiclr ypielitbesd
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which Tz weas aclive]),
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Language and Apartheid:
The Power of
Minorities
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