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Relerring 1o (he breakinp of the space bamier az o gral advance for
mattkingd, Abmahamson told the WO in Coneva in 1920 “The moon can wait,
but #ociul jusbice cann tarry,”

Hia stpry, rich in anecdote, political inmpues snd oavel. is alo 2
Bscinatng historiwal record of the erosion of colomal rule and the
emerpencs nf the African pationalism which l=d to independent imbahme.

Umamed reviewer, Sowetawn. Fune 30 2004: 20,

Apeome, Darryl

AR Linder Heavar: The Story of 3 Chinase Famnly in Sl 4fkteg. Damyl
Acoons. Cepe Town: David Fhilip'tew Aimca Books, 2004, 283 pp.
R145.25

All Under fleavent is the poetic name thal the Chinese nation wsed to
describe wself, It is thus a filbing Glle for a book (hal Joviagly chrodicles
three getiecations of an exleaded Chinese famdy, Accane, one of the cluldren
af the last geneeation, has weed the symbolzs of the four clements 1o divide big
book inta meadable chumks: Sky desenbes the old country;, Sen takes us
through the mansienl periods, Barth finds the family segling; ‘and Fice sees
thern through the eefining korror of the worsr of Soath Atrics’a apartheid
vears. The resilience of the farmuly s ot ence humbling soel wpliliiog. We an:
reminded that profudice ia 2 oniversal filing—Aceane describes Chincse
anti-Eurasian  sentimendl a2 unflmchingly as the larper homor of
insttutionabied meism. Thos boek i= fascinating,

Kelly Yos. Saterduy Dspaich, Ty 3 2004; 4,

Baker. Florence

The Stpdent Homan: Florance Bolker's Ectroardingry Lifs from e Harom o
the Hegre af Afkicg. Pat Shipman, London: Random House, 2004, 4230,
k150,

The life of Florenes Baker would put lead i the penail of any hioprapher,
Orphanted at four, she wes mised 1 an OMoman harem. At she age of
[mmieen, she was daken o suchion to be sold us a white slove. Bor fate had
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Judirh Liege draclic

comilict Botween the Mau Maw and the Brilish, Ome of the thucling siHe in
this book 15 thal vf six-year-old Mico, [uff's domestic essisant's child, v
black child in apartheid South Alnrd who Semeho monages o attend
school with white children, However, T did have probiems wath early pans of
the book: she includes 2 Lot of historically inaceurate, misleading sepia-hoed
totsense abewd the “Oirish™ Bat once you pel to the parts abogl sun-
drenched Egnya and swmming Saoth africs, you'll nat pot this hook down.

Peter Candwel]l, Cigpe Arga. October 10 2003: 15

Du Preez, Max

Fale Nutive: Memaries of a Renerade Reperter. Max du Preez. Cape Town:
Zebra Prezs, 2003, 296 ppr. B204,

The m™emwic of South Aftican reporter, bTax Dy Prece, is nor amly showt his

identity and his compliceted relalionstup to iz Afokaner “tnbe™ whom he

clamms o hate and love and nol uoderstand. I 13 also abwoul s actuevemeanis,

for instance hig edilotshin of the ant-aparleid Afrivaans newspaper, Frpe

. Weekblas. and his invesimdive work for State (elévizion, the SABC, Thers
3 are 1o comprormises Tor the joumalist who was cnce loved by the Mandela
g povernment, bt later eonsidered a enace by that of Thebo AMhbeki. His
Z aceount of s secomplishments and conllicts 15 compelling; less imberesting
- Is his fixation on e supecficial diferences between blacks and whiles and
£ s reterabion of eventy that often relier om the inclusion af tracts of
}j previously published columons by Do Presz and abool o Preez.

; The Return of &7 Nagre. Cpitlin Davigs. Johanneshurg: Yenguin, 23, 260
2 pp. R1440.

%

5 The auther, Caitlin Davies, follows the [ale of the remains of an early 18"
© perury Aftican man, perhape 3 Tswara, who cime o be knewn as Bl MNepra,
: Sl'u: outhines whar evidence che ¢an track down to identily Bl Begra’s
# masemenis hetore he was placed on exhibition in Banyoles, Spain and then
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Judith Lisege Cenellin

in Scuth Afnca and s infloenee on Nelson Mandela, While he book covers
2 wide field and repeats well-known facts {albeic 1n an inferesting mapner), it
also includes a Iesscr kmown aspect of Ghandi's views on celibecy umd
discusses the fact thet Ghasdi was lumsell inluenced by dee wntmys of
Tebstoy,

Cyrus Stuth. Frefora Mews. Jupe 28 2004 6,

Grreef, Jack
4 Greater Share of fonour. Jack {meef. Alherton: {malagn, 2001, 172pp.
R143

Yritten by a much-decorated memiwr of 1 Keconneizsance Hegimenl of
upartheid South Africa’s Special Forces, this 15 another exarmple of “bush
war wrilitp'. Although the identities of sorme of (e partstipants are odden,
the honk docs howe value: it provides detail of Pretoriz's moursions inta
southern Africa and the cxtent to which aperations—attrihyted al the tme to
UMITA {in Angola) and REN AMO (in Mozaminguee}l—aoe m fact South
Afncen. The bogk alsn throws light on the mid-1570s invasion of Angpla
—[an evenl sull poocly documented 11 spile of s hostoncul importance), and
7 un joint dperations butwesn Bhodesia and South Afrca on the Mozambican
"{mza front, the history of small infitration tams in Zambia and the hok
- between special uperations and mune mngng,
:: The author takés a generally unrepentant approach to this higtory,
£ arpruing that all operations were militariky justified bt he makes 2 frank
= admussion "There were ni victws in [the bush] war We ull losr seme way
- Lhe lher™.
The wat, which should have been beller edited, 15 3 wselul
Z represeqarive addireoot o o collection of southern Afncan hostory and
f‘:.pc:-]jl:lcs, abd essenlial to any lilecary hostory,

Fuhl,

I B

: Chrsteypher Merrct. African Bk Publishing Record, Vol oo, Mo 1. 2004:
£33493,

?E'Hastlng& Bealrice (Emily Alice Beatrice Haigh)
A Bealrice fustiings: A Literary Life. Stephen Gray. Londun: Viking Penpuin,
2004, T30 pp, K184
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Kereu-Krol, Shmucl
Mufek the Zaeltk, Shimoel Keeen-Krol. Cape Town: Povately pubhished, 20604,
232 np. BLS0

vk the Falrk makes fiveting, ofien shacking reading. Ttis about 3 bost and
later & “'bad” hoar making pacd in Attica The awthar was hom in Pahrade, 2
sh? in what was then Poland But 15 now Lithvania on an unknown dete.
Zulik 1= Bussian [or “maughty” and dus 15 what e clains b was—and soll
15,

Eerow's morher and six brothers and sisiers were killed Az an
oaphaan. he wes shipped to 1emel, later joonang the army. His miliary carese
erded when he shol s fimt wile's Jowver, AL the end of his jad fern, be
seltled in South Aftica and dler: builf up a svccessiul jowellery business.

There s something of the mativations] hook style which creens into
the narrative, hot nn a decper level, the author grapples with identigy and
cultural dislacalion. His candour s umnerving:

Fobnm Cobiea. Cape Tieres. Augost 0 20030 9.

Khuzwave, furah
MNover Beent af Fuome. Fazaly Khewoye. Clareisonk: David Phulip, 2004
154pp. B140,

A thrught-prevvoking chigncle sboin batiery ad abuse, Newir Feen af Home
15 a disturtong record of the dowo-side of pattiarchal culbure, Khuzwaya
highhghts a colture wher the beraking of (ules is pumshable by an accopted
farm of battery; where wnmen aro Vicwed as poaperty legitimately “hooght™
with lohida {8 fuln wnrd meanmg, bnde pnoc). With classic gender
slepedlvpiny firmly emmenched o the South African pewche, African
wiomer—both rumal and urban - remain deseropawered by stningent roores.
Khuewayd's delivery 1s blunl, and her aceount of Zulu caliere 15 one that we
dom't alien have seeess o,

Jare Mayne Cope Tees. April 8 2004: 12
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Reoeat Beviews of Lils Wrinrg Fybitediioe:

That ¥azah Khuewsyo - bomn in rural KwaZole->ata] in the 1980s - retained
sulficient sumity to wrile this book 15 testumeny W her strength. She berself
atteibuies her swrvival o her tenther aped sister whose love pulled her
througie This scoourd 35 [ull of woper, She mpes not spinesl ber abusive
Tather (whom ahe describes as *a pig”), but alse apgainst Fulu tradition and
the Cathalic Church, for fostering patrierchal dominance and the behef that
to end 3 mummisge, however, lemible, was soongs,.

Thouwph ot s fluendy writlen, e confénl mukes this imporiant
gulebiography Juficull fo read

Janz Rosenthal. Maf! & Guardian: Friday. April 30 May & 2004:2.

Krog, Antjie
& Change of Tompee. Iohanmesburg: Randarn, 2003, 374 pp. RALS0

Poétfaudwr/joumalisttranslator Aafjie Kmg mattages, in this het new hook,
to blow une away un every level. Keog seems o span all the penres of
wnbng, bul alsa deals wath the many wffcaces of living i South Africa
whetr 3 white wosnan criticising is scen 38 a racisf—bnf of she didn't poa
nut what she helicved could be Lnproved. she wouid be denyving ber own
truth, It would, in Fact, he a ¢change of trmgue for this forthriphit awcher. She
has an iJlwisating way of capluring the emonional chaos that is part of the
South Aftcan peyche. 4 Change of Tongue should have exacly the same
inpact as Courdry o miy S and, fortunaicly, Anfic always tabes of a skep
fiarther—a hlessung for both author and readey.

Tiiane de Beer. Praforia WMo fperval Chedgher 27 2003 5.

n Country af myp Sod! Krog beld & mimor to South Afnea®s fragile,
fraprmenfed new svciely - A Change of Torguee 15 8 mounder of hows far
South Almica has come, withoul travelling oo far. Pant biography, part small-
town musings, it's a powertul albeil challenging laok at where Smith Africa
18, andd where il's poing, Highly récormmended.

Unnarned reviewst. Soferdiy Lispudck. >ovember 22 2000: 4.
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Swdizk Liite ¢ andlie

in her ackmowlodgments, the qaerator states thag “dee T 08 scldam me"” and
zarhier she guotes Anne Sexton: [ use the pewonal when 1 am applyng a
sk 10 mry [ace” Thus iz the reader wamed agamet simply equuling e
narratur with the avtheor, alerlinngg us o the Gact that what we have here s ool
ac masch furobiography a5 auto-fictiom in which konwm feets about her lite
are interwoven with fctionul technigues.

Her theme 15 transfornrabion, pecsonad amd political, 2md 1he role of hoyruam:
it this. This is 7 Book that disturbs, chat anpers and becalms, ihat provokes
tears amil langhter. Kmog's book opens up 2 space for difference and

COTTUTILTIEL Y.

* Johann Rossouw. Die Suweger. “osemher 17 2005: 7.

Kruiper, Belinda
Kulahari Haie Sonyr CElana Bregin and Belinde Kruiper. Pieteomum Laburg:
Cruversine of KwaZolu-Naal Press, 200, 110pp. 1435,

Apartheid South Adtica s provided atnple ¢vidence of e muth of
s Mapaleon’s dicnum that history i3 written By he wictors. If the majoricy of
7 Afncan peopls were margnahised, Lhe Khoizan were almost puahed over the
» odge of Taorical consgivuguess. Now weve entered & new phase in which
-i thewr remate, shadoary figures are moving into the foreground. Compelling
_ELI.b 10 question pasl asswmptions, 11 Kafakard Kain Song, DPelinds Kruiper
s rella us of her Towve for Ter uskand, for his poapde, e Khamani Bushasen,
& and fur the lamd they belone to. Because she is now al::»::ptr.d es ane of them,
# her depiction of the Hushmen has none of the mypstic gloss of o Luurers van
= =der Post The rewlily of people situpghng not only for survival amd foc Land

u * bt also for identily is far more corplex, neluding profoutel spidloalily on

% the: ome hand and the brute facl of drunkenness and abusive behaviour on U
E other.

5 It s a grippangly suthenoe account. Bolinda Kruipec's story s oly
3._: oue elennt: 110 Me book ther: are also 3 number of powerlul photographic
2 eludies of Pushroen life, 4 selection of Belinda®s poens, and representalions
5 ‘of the art of her hushand, Vetkat K ruiper.

The whole 25 at onee ntellectually stimulatng and acschetwcally
pleusing.
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Jdudith Ladipe Coplie

Lomen Anthony. Sunday Simes. September 21 20003:13.

L. uyt, Louis
Wialking Frowd: The Lowis Luyt Awobingrapiy. Johanacsborg: Doy Nelson,
2003, 35X pp RITLA0.

Ths i the 5tory how 2 very poor boy from thes Blaroo progressed 1o becorme
pne of the richest men o South Afoea Loyt rells of his ineolvemant in the
Information Scandal involving top Natonglist Perty officials i the 1970,
his expeniences as leader of the Transvaal Rughy Lnion and ather opisiodes
in a lile that s almost Jarper than life-size. Having expenienced extrems
deprvalion and denipration ga a child, he becomes obsessed with ensuring
thal this never occurs again, for himself or his family. The personalily Lhal
emctges 15 anc of a hardheaded man whe will brook ne opposined, Sone
farts secm to be misrepresented, and in the ©13d, chis book leaves a bifter

taste 1 ame's mauth.

* Fritz loubert. Dte Burger: Boekebiad. December 22 2003 T.

; Machobane, J.J.
'..I'_J.I"H'-E' cut Hunger: The Story of JJ Machobane of Lesorho, 11 Machobane
. and BEobert Borold. Tohanncsburg: Jacana, 2003, 110 pp. R1241.

LI

-*Th:a co-wrilten auobiography of 1J, Maclwobane covers the bife of 7 man
Zwilh a visinm: the huneyy being able to feed themselves, In the 194405 and
-j::'l!?ﬁl:'s in Lesotho, Machobane spent 13 years in isolation geribnacing
£ varions enmibinations of ceops witdl he found 2 way 10 plant 2 hectare of land
£ in sweh a way thar it yiclded erops all year round, Machobane, Berold says,
2 develnped permacolois long before it wgs called thar, bor be alzo had a
Lurquely African way of weacling and sharing iz skills, Machobanes
32 garden i shooee politics, it is a personal spaee to grow your owh food and to
# suctEin yourself. Wevertheless, due fyrstly tn gurgoing Brinsh mule and then
iﬂ‘m new Lesolho povermoent, hachobane and the people epplying his
# agmculra] sysiemn wers forced 1o wo inlo hading fram the pod - 196808 1o Lhe

= 1980s. Both povemments were more interested inthe people of Lesotho
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Turkington, Kate
Oring it wirk Dovis. Kate Turkington. Johannesbury: Penpun, 2004, 254pp.
ko5,

[ this teroedr, Turkingonn rethinisees ghout her mather, Dori, and recounts
bt wwm life joomeys. Her mathor, she saye, was libersted hefore (he lemn
was jrvented end alwavs encouwrmped o her deuphters 1o accepl o
houndanes. Both mother and deanghter believed (hat 1l 15 never 100 lute to
hase an adveniturs. Thiz is 2 boow tha mgpices, Het enthuziasn is catelung,
bt storytelling has ol muiming the pages, and when you have finished you
wi]l want to get nu there and do ji!

Thane de Beer. The Star: Topirhr, June 17 2004 2,

VYan Houten, Gillinn
The Way of the Leopard. Gillian van 1Iowen, Claremond: Spearliead, 2103,
1aBpp, RL6S,

= Animal-lovers of all apes will delight in this tee-life accownr by oe-time

7 TV newsreader and photojoumalist Gillian van Heuten of bow she reared,

‘£ aod eveniually necrodoced ieto the wild, two orphaned [eopard cubs at

£ Bonth - Africa’s Mpunalanga's Londolozi game reserve, Many of the

'L anccdotes are hurmmorous, and the scientific and personal obssrvabons

= interesung, but her allermis 1o analyse the fwits' persooalilies—especially
Z threngh the use of astral ogy—seen to be 3 bit fanciful,

Sheila Hedden. The Heratd, May 19 20042 6.

£ Van Wyk, Chris

g‘ Mirley, (foodners and Mercy, Chris van Wyk, Johanesburg: Picador
< Afnica, 20M, 333pp, R162,

e |"-'|' b-rhed

2 Chriz van Wk was borm in Sgwete, South Africa, in 1957 and grew up and
= il lives in ‘the poor “ocrloured” suhyrh of Riverleg, Gawteng. His awand-

wiltung poems have been published in several counries and gix years ago,
% he published his first nowel. Yan Wyk grow up in an apartheid world in

%4
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Judith Lasge Conrille

The warratoon is 2l itnes a ad ovedblown but Hus does oot hemper
an extracrdinary slory.

Carolene Hurry. The Sunday Indaparndenz. Fehruary 15 2004: 18.

Journalisis
Someifdng o Wrtg Home dbowr, Clawde Colant and Sahem Vernter, Bellvuc:
arana, 2004. 279pp. RHK.

Thiz eollection of pieces from a1 wide wanety of jownalists and
corregpondents fovuses on lelling the siory of reling the story. I @ives an
alterpative, ofien wary persondlised and sometines indulgett view of conflict
the world evor. But it malgs gn interesting read, and you will cortainly lzam
things that you didn't Jmow before. The collection = something to dip 1ot
rather than o mad in one wo. The Fuaréward (s by Archbishop Desmimd
Tutu. Fhis desctibes the stories as “deeply moving” wolten by “wonderful,
sanisitive hutrgay beings”,

2 Tennifer Crocker, Cape Times. Tune § 20047,
Modern infornation leclnolomes have gisen us aliost boundless access to
information, yet these same tcchnolngies mean that there 15 2 denger of
mformation overlodd; also, many can mmut secare 11 theic combort Zotes
and wish away the harsh realities an their seroen with g mere fick of their
Temote contrml. Sometimes, images appesar so wireal that the viewer feels as
though this is a fiction. Then, too, the images repeat themselves day after
day on different channels ontil the ways of the world seem hoth menotonons
and al=n hopeless. Furthermore, the joumalists at times seem so detached
I-; and anaesthetised to the meabity sround (hem, that one imagiees them as
cwvilised visitors 1o ruther strangre, vnfarmbar, barbanc and exotic worlds.
Thos increases the viewer's alienmalun oo the vents Lking place and often
setves i reinforce o pobot of the "backwardiness” of people o the
developioy: worhl,

Given all of this, Somerfine o Wifta Home Abows iz @ reath of
fresh air. The journalists in woting ahout their expeticnces in warking in war
romgs or places very difforen tiean theie omn do try to empathise and can
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Apaien ) eitgre 4 allia

grwsls and grab and arped rabbery. Thespite this and their ages (77 and G381,
the ban partners have decided to soldier oo, Whike 1t 15 alarming 1o read of
such widespread crmaraloy, 16 & currespendiogly upldiing o read of people
whis re[uge e Blamlizhracniz of dishoncsey,

The auther lofs all the characters, including the thicves, speak in
their nom voices and tell ther own stones. David Cohen's prose s casy 1o
read. The bovk could easily have been umrecottingly eloamy, bac il s an
Lelspinimer testmsany o Ui Jiunan spin.

Anthony Tlaniels. The Herald March 24 2K04: B,

Sounth African women: anil-apartheld acllvists

Sirtky o Foman Sirthe o Rock: Frehiag for Erapdom da South Affeg.
Karhara Hotrracher “aclean. I'renton, ML Afdes World Press, 2004, 334
PR B220,

Strthe o Peman Sirike a Rock 15 4 powerlul collection of dartatives: lite

storics, love starics and deuth stories, of the women of all race goups who,
Coalien bebind the scenes, made o stand apminst the apattheid swalg, The

= American author takes the title from the slogan, Wathint® abalazi, walhint®
= imbokade, adopled by the ANC's Women's Leagoe when they marched o
':r the Tlninn Boildings an % Avgust 956 in protest apainer the law which

wnu!d fowce women o carmy passes. | there iz one cnbewsm of tis bouke it 12
z m the detail - wicoarect spelling ol place nomes and mogspelling of Afrikains
Fwords—Niwever, the content 15 P,

e e Pl

Lama Mael ond, dfftear Revew of Sackr. (httpfonanw gtrjcantorcwofhogkos.
_-::nm-'}-‘.mlr:m macl ean(kHF. hun [} September 17 Hi04: np.

f_EIEnuth African Wamen: Careers
Elspivatineal Wopmen of Fark. Lisel Eresmous-Entzinger, Protone: Lapa,
£ 2003, 4%0pn. R211.

.'_.T]'.ILS crotpualaton of mlerviews 1& an empuwenne hendbook, a protsd-
Shrcaking gode o success, The avtlor save thar the women  all of whoan are
-&nu'rh Adricans, replesedfulg 4 oross-sediion in lemos of meosraply, ape,
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