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Enola G. Aird, an activist mother and lawyer, is founder and president of 

Community Healing Network. CHN is leading the global grassroots movement 

for emotional emancipation to mobilize Black people across the Diaspora to 

heal from, and end, the trauma caused by the centuries-old lie of White 

superiority and Black inferiority. She is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Barnard 

College and earned her Juris Doctor degree from Yale University.  
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Prof. Lesiba Baloyi is a registered and practicing clinical psychologist. He is 

currently Chief Clinical Psychologist and Head of Department of Clinical 

Psychology at Dr. George Mukhari Academic Hospital & Sefako Makgatho 

Health Sciences University. He has more than 23 years tertiary undergraduate 

and postgraduate teaching, research and supervising experience. He has 

designed and introduced the African Epistemology course in the M.A. Clinical 

Psychology programme at the University of South Africa (UNISA) in 2005, 

and continued to develop this course to a fully-fledged module currently taught 

in the MSc Clinical Psychology programme at Sefako Makgatho Health 

Sciences University. His publications focus primarily on African 

Epistemology and the transformation of the African psychology 

curriculum.  He is one of the founding members and the past President of the 

Forum of African Psychology (FAP). He currently serves as the deputy chair 

of the Postgraduate Committee of Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 

University.  
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South Africa. Among her fields of academic and research interest are African 
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Afrikanisation of Psychology, and African epistemologies. 
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Taylor D. Duckett is a doctoral student in the Department of African 

American and African Diaspora Studies at Indiana University – Bloomington. 

Her research focuses on indigenous African spiritual systems, with an 

emphasis on Ifá, Vodun, and Candomblé. Additional areas of research include 

epistemology, ancestral memory, and Spirit based pedagogy from an African-

centered framework.  
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Prof. Chanté DeLoach (PhD) is an educator, scholar, and psychologist-

healer. Her research centers on the intersections of community, culture, and 

trauma. Specifically, Dr. DeLoach explores culturally distinct understandings 

of and responses to trauma and culturally nuanced manifestations of resilience 

and resistance in populations of African and Latin ancestry. She has engaged 

in community work in numerous countries including Ethiopia, Zambia, 

Ecuador, Cuba, Mexico, Brazil, and Haiti to name a few. She continues to 

research and publish in the areas of family systems, community and liberation 

psychologies, and trauma. Dr. DeLoach currently serves as Professor of 

Clinical and Community Psychology at Santa Monica College. She is also the 

founder of Luminesce Psychological Services, p.c. where she provides 

liberation focused therapy primarily to people of African ancestry.  
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Roberta M. Federico holds a Master’s degree in Psychology from the Federal 

University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Her research and areas of clinical interest 

incorporate race and spirituality and trauma and religious discrimination in 

school aged children. She also conducts research on youths, the social 

representations of their problems, and their strategies to deal with them.    
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Patrick G. Frierson is a Graduate Research Assistant at the Psychology 

Applied Research Centre at Loyola Marymount University (PARC@LMU). 

He plans to earn his Ph.D. in Clinical-Community Psychology with research 

interests including mental health disparities and racial identity development 

amongst adolescents of colour. 
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Prof. Cheryl Grills is a Clinical Psychologist and national Past President of 

the Association of Black Psychologists.  A tenured, Full Professor in 

Psychology at Loyola Marymount University, she also serves as the Director 

of their Psychology Applied Research Centre.  Dr. Grills co-designed the 

Emotional Emancipation (EE) Circles and is the leader of the EE Circles 

Training Team.   
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Dr. Lawford L. Goddard is a sociologist/ demographer with over forty 

years’ experience as a trainer/ educator in the areas of substance abuse 

prevention, HIV prevention, mental health service delivery, youth motivation 

and self-destructive behavior. Born in Trinidad, he is an expert on Black 

family dynamics, Black culture, youth development programs, substance 

abuse and HIV/AIDS education and prevention. He has served on the Board 

of The Association of Black Psychologists for the past ten years, as the 

National Convention Committee Chair. He was a founder of the Institute for 

the Advanced Study of Black Family Life and Culture in Oakland and is 

Lecturer Emeritus in the Department of Africana Studies, San Francisco State 

University. He is the co-author of four books and has twenty-four book 

chapters and journals articles.  
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Dr. Huberta Jackson-Lowman is a Professor of Psychology and a past Chair 

of the Department of Psychology at Florida A&M University in Tallahassee, 

Florida where she teaches graduate and undergraduate students. A Fulbright-

Hays Scholar and editor of the anthology Afrikan American Women: Living at 

the Crossroads of Race, Gender, Class and Culture (2014), her post-doctoral 

career spans nearly 40 years and has consisted of roles in both the private and 

public sectors. She is the Immediate Past President of the National Association 

of Black Psychologists. She is certified through the Association of Black 

Psychologists as a diplomate and fellow in Afrikan-centered psychology.  Dr. 

Jackson-Lowman’s research examines the effects of the intersectionality of 
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race, gender, class, and culture on the health, mental health, and relationships 

of women of Afrikan ancestry and explores the use of cultural strategies in the 

socialization of Black youth.  An emerging area of research, focuses on the use 

of cultural policy to reset standards and norms in troubled Black communities 

and aims at fostering a sense of agency and empowerment  
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Dr. Molebogeng Makobe-Rabothata is a registered Research Psycholo-

gist with the Health Professions Council of South Africa. She is also a member 

of the executive committee of Forum of African Psychology (FAP). Her work 

experience include consulting at Corporate, Academia and Public services.  

She is currently working for the Department of Defence under the Military 

Psychological Institute (MPI). Dr. Makobe-Rabothata completed her D. Litt et 

Phil (Consulting Psychology) at the University of South Africa, where she 

lectured in the Department of Psychology for fourteen (14) years. As part of 

her post-doctoral research, Dr Makobe-Rabothata is piloting Lekgotla as an 

African Indigenous method that could be applied in different working 

environments including the Military context.    
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Dr. Erica Mapule McInnis is Director and Principal Chartered Clinical Psy-

chologist of the company she founded in the U.K., Nubia Wellness and 

Healing   www.nubiawellnessandhealing.co.uk   She is an active member of 

the Association of Black Psychologists (ABPsi) and developer of ‘Know Thy 

Self – Adinkra Cards’, an adjunct African Centred wellness tool for self-

illumination and self-knowledge, using the best of African culture 

https://bit.ly/2SSWTKm. Her spirit was illuminated by African Psychology in 

2010 and her soul has never looked back!  Erica is a Black British of Jamaican 

parentage and is committed to the journey of African spiritedness and self-

development. Black Minds Matter! 
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Prof. Nhlanhla Mkhize is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the 

College of Humanities at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. He 
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is the former Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, and former Dean and Head 

of the School of Psychology at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He co-led 

the roll-out of the Certificate Course in Community Based Work with Children 

and youth, a joint initiative of REPSSI and the University of KwaZulu-Natal, 

which was implemented in 10 countries in the SADEC region. He is currently 

leading an integrated psychosocial intervention project to assist vulnerable 

communities to respond to the mental health and social implications of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in the KwaZulu-Natal province, South Africa. He holds 

a PhD in Psychology and has published articles and book chapters on various 

aspects of Afrikan Psychology, Afrikan Ethics, and the use of Afrikan 

Languages as a vehicle to transform higher education in South Africa. He is 

one of the founding members of the Forum of Afrikan Psychology and former 

President of the South African Humanities Deans’ Association.   
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Prof. Jabulani Mkhize is is an associate professor in the Department of 

English and Comparative Literature at the University of Fort Hare, East 

London Campus. His research interest is in African and South African 

Literature. 
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Dr. Patricia Nunley is an African-centered Child Development college 

professor at San Francisco City College and Educational Consultant who has 

taught in the USA for the past 20 years.   Her students have included 

preschoolers, classroom teachers and administrators, incarcerated men and 

women, immigrants and refugees, LGBTQ identified, veterans, adult re-entry 

learners, and individuals needing learning supports. She identifies herself as a 

Healer that uses ‘education for knowledge and transformation’ as medicine to 

cure the deadly disease of ignorance.  Following frequent travels to Southern 

Africa, she now claims South Africa as her ‘Homeland’.   She is currently the 

Western Region Representative for the Association of Black Psychologists and 

a Trauma Consultant for the Human Services Department in the City of 

Oakland, CA. USA.    

ORCID iD: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3437-8135 

Email: pnunley@ccsf.edu  

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-5780
mailto:Mkhize@ukzn.ac.za
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/Fr0yCVmZn1F0nv5ntGTI8J?domain=orcid.org.
mailto:JMkhize@ufh.ac.za
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/elqTCnZJ6Dfl9VyrF96Oe9?domain=orcid.org
mailto:pnunley@ccsf.edu


Contributors 
 

 

 

320 

Dr. Vera L. Nobles has taught and served as a literacy coach in the public 

school system for over twenty-five years and is a former adjunct professor of 

Africana Studies at Berkeley City College, Berkeley, California. She is the 

author of ‘Nubia and Egypt: Is it Ella or is it a Copy?’ (1995); ‘Maroon 

Societies’ (2005), and ‘Ebonics: The Retention of African Tongues’ (2015), 

Dzongbe, The Spirit Dog: Seeing My Way in the World, a Sci-Fi historical 

drama for children and the co-author of, ‘The Whitening of a Black King Tut’ 

(2008), ‘Credo Mutwa’ (2009) and ‘Zarma’ (2009). Dr. Vera Nobles served as 

a Fulbright-Hayes Scholar to Brazil (2013-2014). She was initiated into the Ifá 

spiritual system in 2002. Her spirit name is Winmilawe. Credo Mutwa, the 

High Sanusi of South Africa named her Nokwanda (meaning mother to many). 

Along with her husband, Baba Dr. Wade Nobles, they have five children 

(Michael Chikuya, Omar Jahmal, Zetha Awura, Ayanna Yasmeen and Halima 

Bisa) and thirteen grandchildren (Talia, Mikal, Kristofer, Donovan, Johnathan, 

Deborah, Maasai, Afolarin, Moremi, Folasade, Yasmeen, Oni Chinyere and 

Zane Nicholas).  
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Baba Dr. Wade Ifágbemì Sàngódáre Nobles is Professor Emeritus in 

Africana Studies and Black Psychology at San Francisco State University; a 

founding member and past president (1994-95) of the Association of Black 

Psychologists and the founder and Executive Director (retired) of the Institute 

for the Advanced Study of Black Family, Life & Culture, Inc. in Oakland. Dr. 

Nobles’ professional career, as a teacher, researcher, academician and 

scholar/activist has been a consistent and formal engagement in the on-going 

theoretical and programmatic development and restoration of the African mind 

and world-wide liberation of African people. He  is the author of over one 

hundred (100) articles, chapters, research reports and books; the co-author of 

the seminal article in Black Psychology, ‘Voodoo or IQ: An Introduction to 

African Psychology’ and the author of Seeking the Sakhu: Foundational 

Writings in African Psychology 2006), an anthology of over thirty years of 

African centered research and scholarship. His newest manuscript, The Island 

of Memes: Haiti’s Unfinished Revolution (2015) was described by Dr. 

Theophile Obenga as perhaps the most important book of the last five decades. 

Dr. Nobles has lectured in Ghana, South Africa, England, Haiti, Cuba and 

served as a visiting professor in Salvador de Bahia and Sao Paulo in Brazil. He 
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was initiated into the Ifa spiritual system at Osogbo, Nigeria in 1992 and 

received the high honor of being enstooled as the Nkwasohene (Development 

Chief) of Akwasiho-Kwahu Region of Ghana, West Africa in 1996. He and his 

wife, Dr. Vera L. Nobles have 5 children and thirteen grandchildren. Dr. 

Nobles currently serves as the chairperson of the ABPsi Pan African Black 

Psychology Global Initiative. 
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Prof. Mogobe Ramose is an extraordinary Professor of Philosophy. He is 

attached to the Department of Clinical Psychology at Sefako Makgatho Health 

Sciences University. The focus of his work is Ubuntu, the Nguni/ Ngoni 

concept in which philosophy, ontology and ethics are thought together in a 

wholistic approach to human-ness. He has held many institutional affiliations 

in the course of his career. He has taught at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 

the University of Zimbabwe, the Katholieke Universiteit Brabant, now 

renamed Tilburg University, the University of Venda, Addis Ababa University 

and the University of South Africa, where he was instrumental in introducing 

African Philosophy.  
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Dr. Daryl M. Rowe is a licensed psychologist and Professor Emeritus of 

Psychology, Graduate School of Education and Psychology, Pepperdine 

University. He is a Past President of the Association of Black Psychologists and 

former National Chair of The African Psychology Institute, the training arm of 

the Association. He has written several journal articles and book chapters on a 

variety of topics related to psychological interventions and clinical training with 

persons of African ancestry, including African-centered theory, treatment and 

training, inter-ethnic and marital relations, cultural competence, and religious 

leadership and diversity; and has presented at professional organizations, 

nationally and internationally. As a psychotherapist and consultant, Dr. Rowe 

maintains a small private practice emphasizing the psychological and communal 

needs of persons of various cultural backgrounds, with special focus on marital 

and family relationships. 
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Prof. Puleng Segalo (PhD, City University of New York) is a National 

Research Foundation (NRF) Y2-rated researcher currently holding the position 

of associate professor in the department of psychology at the University of 

South Africa. Prof Segalo specialises in Social and Community Psychology 

and Gender Studies and her research interests are in historical trauma and 

suffering, gender and sexuality, as well as Critical Participatory Action 

Research, critical feminist theories and narrative research approaches. She is 

passionate about and coordinates the Unisa decoloniality project. Prof Segalo 

has been recognised for her research with a number of awards and guest 

speaker invitations at national and international academic forums and in the 

popular media. She is the current president of the Forum of African 

Psychology. 
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Ms. Julia Simango obtained her MA in Psychology (Social and Psychological 

Research) from Wits University. She is currently working as a Lecturer at the 

University of South Africa. Her main areas of interest and expertise are 

research methods, indigenous research methods, African/ Black Psychology, 

Radical Black Feminism, and Decoloniality.   
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Dr. Derek Wilson is a provisional licensed Clinical Community psychologist 

in Houston Texas, specializing in African-Centered psychology. He has 16 

years of teaching experience in HBCUs, Grambling State University and 

Prairie View A&M University. He has been featured on various local and 

national podcast shows and various national and international organizations. 

He is currently the Co-Chair of the Certification in African/ Black Psychology 

program for the Association of Black Psychologists. He is also the Director of 

Ubuntu Positive Mental Health Research, and Director of Integrative 

Behavioral Health Services. He has published research on Ubuntu: A Positive 

Mental Health model, for those of African descent, positive mental health and 

African-Centered therapeutic approaches. He believes that all mental health 

professionals should be culturally competent and work towards alleviating 

mental health disparities. He has over 25 years of practicing mental health in 

Oakland, CA., Tallahassee, FL., Chicago, IL., and Houston, TX. He received 
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his B.A. from Morehouse College, M.S. from Florida A&M University, and 

Ph.D. from DePaul University.  
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