RELIGION AND GULLIBILITY IN ZIMBABWE 
CALL FOR PAPERS
Gullibility is not a unique phenomenon to religion. It appears in almost all social institutions including relationships, academia, finance, science, politics and war and justice especially criminal justice. However, religion has often proven to be a fertile ground for the expression of gullible behavior, both in the portrayal of gullibility in religious characters and the devotees’ unquestioning acceptance of any notion legitimated through an appeal to the supernatural (Greenspan, 2009:29). Zimbabwe has not been spared of religious gullibility and what baffles the mind is that when the law is expected to take its course, it is either silent or it is found wanting on matters involving religious gullibility. Ironically, in academic circles in Zimbabwe in particular, there has not been sufficient exploration of this subject. Therefore, it is in this context that we are calling for papers for publication in a special issue of ALTERNATION, to explore the theme of ‘Religion and Gullibility in Zimbabwe’ under the following sub-themes:
1. Religion, gullibility, and the Bible
2. Religion, gullibility, and  wealth 

3. Religion, gullibility, health and well-being

4. Religion, gullibility, and morality

5. Religion, gullibility, and marriage

6. Religion, gullibility, gender and sexuality

7. Religion, gullibility, ideologies, power, authority and schisms
8. Religion, gullibility, and eschatology

9. Religion, gullibility, conversion and related rituals

10. Religion, gullibility, and Science

11. Religion, gullibility, and the media

12. Religion, development, gullibility and the law

13. Religion and gullibility in literature and folktales

14. Religion, gullibility, and human rights, and religious freedom

15. Religion, gullibility, and employment seeking

16. Religion, rituals and, gullibility

17. Religion, gullibility, and women

18. Religion, gullibility, and politics

19. Any other topics relevant to the theme 

Please submit the proposed titles of your articles, as well as a brief abstract of about 150 words, to Prof N.T. Taringa (ntaringa@gmail.com) and Dr. David Bishau (tarebishau@gmail.com). Please do so by Monday 14 May 2018. (Late submissions may be considered.)
We request the submission of full articles, for the review process, by 30 September 2018.

Alternation is a fully accredited, peer-reviewed South African Department of Higher Education and Training journal. It is edited by Prof J.A. Smit, former Dean and Head of School, School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics, and published at the University, on an Open Access platform. All articles are subject to peer-review by at least two independent peer reviewers. All articles that pass the review process, and that are accepted for publication, will be published online, at: http://alternation.ukzn.ac.za/archive.aspx. The Alternation homepage is available at: http://alternation.ukzn.ac.za/Homepage.aspx
Alternation

Guidelines for Contributors, and Alternation Style
Manuscripts must be submitted in English (UK). If quotations from other languages appear in the manuscript, place the original in a footnote and a dynamic-equivalent translation in the body of the text or both in the text.

Contributors must submit one computer-generated copy of the manuscript to the editor(s). The computer-generated copy must be in Word for Windows, and must have an Abstract and Keywords. It must also be submitted in the Alternation style.  

Manuscripts should range between 5000-10000 and book reviews between 800-1200 words. However, longer articles may be considered for publication.

Attach a cover page containing the following information: The corresponding author's full name, address, e-mail address, position, department, university/ institution, and telephone/ fax numbers. A brief summary of the biodate of all authors must be attached too. 

Maps, diagrams and posters must be presented in print-ready form. Clear black and white or colour digitised photos (postcard size) or diagrams in pdf or jpeg may also be submitted.

Use footnotes sparingly. In order to enhance the value of the interaction between notes and text, we use footnotes and not endnotes.

Authors may use their own numbering systems in the manuscript.

Except for bibliographical references, abbreviations must include full-stops. The abbreviations (e.a.) = 'emphasis added'; (e.i.o.) = 'emphasis in original'; (i.a.) or [...] = 'insertion added' may be used.

The full bibliographical details of sources are provided only once at the end of the manuscript under References. References in the body of the manuscript should follow the following convention: Mkhize (2017:14) argues .... or, at the end of a reference/quotation: .... (Ngwenya 2017:20f).

The surname and initials of authors as they appear in the source must be used in the References section.

Review articles and book reviews must include a title as well as the following information concerning the book reviewed: title, author, place of publication, publisher, date of publication, number of pages and the ISBN number.

In the text as well as the References, all book, journal, newspaper and magazine titles must be in italics. 

The format for the References section is as follows:

Journal article by one author

Fulela, B. 2008. Checking the Post: Derrida and the Apartheid Debate. Alternation 15,2: 11 – 37. Available at: http://alternation.ukzn.ac.za/Files/docs/15.2/02%20Fulela.pdf. (Accessed on 08 May 2017.) 

Journal article by two authors

Mkhize, N. & N. Ndimande-Hlongwa 2014. African Languages, Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS), and the Transformation of the Humanities and Social Sciences in Higher Education. Alternation 21,2: 10 – 37. Available at: http://alternation.ukzn.ac.za/Files/docs/21.2/02%20Mkh.pdf. (Accessed on 08 May 2017.) 

Book by one author

Moran, S. 2009. Representing Bushmen: South Africa and the Origin of Language. Rochester: University of Rochester Press. (Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora, Book 38.)

Book by one editor

Smit, J.A. (ed.) 1999. Body, Identity, Sub-cultures and Repression in Texts from Africa. Durban: CSSALL. 

Book by two editors

Dhunpath, R. & R. Vithal (eds.) 2012. Alternative Access to Higher Education: Underprepared Students or Underprepared Institutions? Cape Town: Pearson Publishers. 

Chapter in an edited book

Smit, J.A. & J. van Wyk 2001. Literary Studies in Post-apartheid South Africa. In Zegeye, A. & R. Kriger (eds.): Culture in the New South Africa after Apartheid. Volume 2. Cape Town: Kwela Books & History on Line. 

Translated book

Foucault, M. 1977. Discipline and Punish. Sheridan, A. (trans.). New York: Pantheon.

Online resource

Jansen, J. & P. Vale (Co-chairs.) 2011. Consensus Study on the State of the Humanities in South Africa. Status, Prospects and Strategies. Pretoria: Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf). Available at: https://www.assaf.org.za/files/2011/09/2011-Humanity-final-proof-11-August-2011.pdf. (Accessed on 08 May 2017.)
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