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Preface

Emerging first in Wuhan, China, followed by its spread to other parts of the
world, COVID-19 has had governments globally, systematically initiate a
variety of forms of intervention, to curb its spread. These include lockdowns,
the restriction of movement, forms of social distancing and sanitizing prac-
tices, as well as the requirement that citizens wear face-masks. Since the
responses took place according to regional exigencies and directives, and
were not uniform and equally comprehensive, internationally, they have also
had diverse effects. Ranging from shortcomings in medical and health care
provisioning, through economic downturns and fears of the increase in prac-
tices of governance surveillance, to the disrupting of schooling and tertiary
education systems, sports, and cultural and religious events and practices,
COVID-19 bodily, mentally, materially and socially, destructively affected
the whole world as we know it. Apart from its continued deadly impacts, and
barring the arrival of universally effective vaccines, the spectre of COVID-
19’s expected second surge with the arrival of winter in the northern
hemisphere, also have populations across the world readying themselves to
learn to live with the presence of infection on a continuous basis.

Given this very brief and though limited scenario, this Preface provides the
context for the first four volumes of the Alternation African Scholarship Book
Series (AASBS).

Focused on the impacts of COVID-19 on the Higher Education sector,
especially from curriculum perspectives, at all levels and a sample of
disciplines and subjects, the first four volumes were in principle conceptua-
lised by the Humanities Institute (HI) and the Alternation Editorial Committee
(AEC), on 31 March 2020.

This initial project problematisation has grown into twelve research groups
with seven AASBS volumes, and five Alternation Journal issues in production.
Indications are that even if the world is rid of COVID-19 through vaccination
— which might not happen in the near future — its impacts will be lasting. In the
short to medium term we may also have to learn to live with the reality of the
presence of the pandemic, and possibilities of infection and potential resultant
death. These dynamics are being traced in the research, in, as well as outside



academe, as we learn to transform and adapt to new realities, possibilities,
risks, and drawbacks, of digital education and media.

In many ways COVID-19 brought communities of teaching and learning
closer together across the usual social and professional divides. The hope is
to ensure the optimal wellbeing for the greatest possible number of our
fellow human beings (Ubuntu), and for staff and students to benefit from
available existing and (digitally-) constructed resources. This outcome
motivates each moment of our collective research-led teaching and learning,
even though distance and disease threaten all.

The research produced by the Alternation research groups constitute a small
part of how academia attempts to both engage the conundrums and provide
academic leadership amidst the effects and educational and learning
opportunities of COVID-19. And for this we want to thank the lead-editors
and their teams, as well as all the colleagues from across southern Africa
who have responded positively, and affirmatively to our call.

And for their endeavor, and sleepless days and nights of rescuing our sick,
and caring for those passing away, we want to dedicate these, the first
number of volumes of our Alternation African Scholarship Book Series, to
our courageous medical staff, those who provide comfort, relief and succor
to our sick and those passing away, as well as the singular worker, mostly
unrecognized, that kept the wheels of life and optimal wellbeing turning.
Thank you, colleagues. And go well. Siyabonga, hamba kahle!

Prof. Johannes A. Smit
Editor-in-Chief: AASBS
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Thobeka.nkomo@wits.ac.za; https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0495-9521

Dr. Vasanthrie Naidoo is a Registered Critical Care nurse and Senior
lecturer at the Department of Nursing — Durban University of Technology,
KwaZulu-Natal. Her research interests include Critical Care Nursing
Education, Health Sciences Education, Health Services Management, and
Cross-border Education and Research. vasanthrien@dut.ac.za;
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2740-5983

Dr. Vanessa Noble is a Senior Lecturer in the Historical Studies programme
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. Her research focuses on
the social history of health and healing in Southern Africa, with a particular
interest in South Africa. She has published several articles on themes related
to medical education and professionalisation, politicisation and medicine,
missionary medicine, district and community health care and health
intermediaries. She is also the author of 4 School of Struggle: Durban’s
Medical School and the Education of Black Doctors in South Africa
(University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 2013); and co-author of The People
Hospital: A History of McCords, Durban, 1890s-1970s (Natal Society
Foundation, 2017). noblevi@ukzn.ac.za; https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5112-
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Dr. Patricia Opondo is an Applied Ethnomusicologist and Senior Lecturer
in African Music and Dance (AMD) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
She established the undergraduate program in AMD and serves as curator of
the annual African Cultural Calabash Festival, now in its 16" edition. Serves
as Artistic Director of lkusasa Lethu, a professional AMD touring ensemble
she founded in 2000. Opondo has directed several community-based
initiatives including teacher in-service training programmes and produced an
edited 7-part DVD educational series on various indigenous Zulu music and
dance forms. She established a research and documentation unit and AMD
Archive under the African Music Project's umbrella. She teaches
postgraduate courses in applied ethnomusicology, digital ethnography and
arts entrepreneurship. She has graduated applied ethnomusicologists and
ethnographic documentary filmmakers. Her research interests include
applied ethnomusicology, African area studies, music education, dance
ethnography, and she publishes in the following areas: African
epistemologies, cultural policy, gendered performance, music and identity,
African pedagogies. opondop@ukzn.ac.za; https://orcid.org/0000-0003-
4023-8833

Ms. Franziska Pannach is a Computer Scientist at the Goettingen Centre
for Digital Humanities, Germany. She has a background in Computational
Linguistics, has worked in the field of Library and Information Sciences,
and Academic Publishing. Currently, she is pursuing her PhD with a
specialisation in Computational Linguistics at the University of Goettingen.
Her research interests include natural language processing for under-
resourced languages, narrative pattern detection, and computational
folkloristics. She has a special passion for the folktales of the Zulu people.
franziska.pannach@uni-goettingen.de;
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Professor Sarasvathie Reddy is an Associate Professor in the discipline of
Higher Education Studies, School of Education, College of Humanities,
UKZN. She is the Academic Leader for the Cluster of Education and
Development Studies and joined the university in 1999. She spent the first
decade of her academic life at the Nelson R. Mandela School of Medicine as
the Head of the Skills Laboratory where she was involved in designing and
teaching the clinical aspects of the medical curriculum. On completion of her
PhD in Higher Education she moved to the discipline of Higher Education
Studies in 2014. Her research interests in higher education include a focus on
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gender and diversity, curriculum development and design, doctoral educ-tion,
academic staff and student development and assessing learning in the higher
education context. Prof. Saras has graduated 10 Masters and 4 PhDs to date
and has more than 20 peer- reviewed publications. She is currently
supervising 16 postgraduate students. Besides being an academic she is also
an ultra-distance athlete who has successfully completed 11 Comrades
Marathons and 14 Two Oceans Marathons among many others to date. In
2016 she summited the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro and in 2018 she
summited the Base Camp of Mount Everest. reddys15@ukzn.ac.za
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9344-7431

Prof. Labby Ramrathan is a Professor at the School of Education at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal and a NRF rated researcher. He simultaneously
serves as President of the South African Education Research Association
(SAERA). He has been involved in several institutional, national and
international project works and has published widely in these areas of
scholarship. Currently he is leading the College of Humanities, UKZN,
curriculum transformation process within the context of decolonization. He
is also a co-founder of the Alternation African Scholarship Book Series.
ramrathanp@ukzn.ac.za; https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9963-0675

Dr. Anusharani Sewchurran is an emerging scholar in the Centre for
General Education, Midlands Campuses, Durban University of Technology.
Her research interests include political economy of media, digital
humanities, and Afrofuturism. She is a member of the Digital Humanities
Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) and serves on the awards
committee. She is also a member of Isiggi Sobuntu Organization (1SO), a
community development organisation based at the Ezakhaleni Informal
Settlement, where she tries to theorise and practise community engagement.
Apart from teaching and research, her other passion is cooking, specialising
in vegan food from root to plate. Anusharanis@dut.ac.za
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8560-2921

Professor Maureen Nokuthula Sibiya is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor:
Teaching and Learning at the Durban University of Technology, KwaZulu-
Natal. She is NRF-C3 rated and her research focus areas include Primary
Health Care, Nursing Education and Health Systems Research.
nokuthulas@dut.ac.za;

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1220-1478
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Dr. Asheena Singh Pillay is a senior lecturer within the school of
Education, Science and Technology cluster. She is also the academic leader
of the Bachelor of Education programme. Her pedagogy is informed by a
guest for education that is socially just and more relevant. She advocates that
education be viewed as a human activity which is embedded in socio-cultural
and political issues. Her post graduate supervision and research is
transdisciplinary and focuses on engineering graphics design, design process,
education for sustainable development, gender, science process skills,
indigenous knowledge and technologies as well as the use of technology-
based pedagogic tools for teaching. pillayab@ukzn.ac.za;
https://orcid.org/0000000315408992

Prof. Johannes A. Smit, is Professor of Religion and Social Transformation,
Chair: Humanities Institute, and former Dean and Head of School of the
School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics, and the School of Arts
(Acting), UKZN. He is the founding editor of the Alternation Journal,
([1994] 1996), as well as of the Alternation African Scholarship Book Series
(2020), and served as research chair of the former Faculty of Arts/
Humanities. He has a lifelong commitment to interdisciplinary learning and
critical research capacity development in the Arts and Humanities. He was
also President of the Association for the study of Religion in Southern Africa
(ASRSA), editor-in-chief of the Journal for the Study of Religion (in
Southern Africa), teaches Comparative Religion (main focus Christianity),
and is the founder of the postgraduate Programme in Religion and Social
Transformation in 2000, that has graduated in excess of 300 postgraduate
students, between 2000 and 2011 when he stepped down as programme
director. smitj@ukzn.ac.za; http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1792-5256

Roshanthni Subrayen Disability Support Unit Coordinator, Edgewood
Campus, School of Education, University of KwaZulu-Natal.
Subrayen@ukzn.ac.za

Dr. Ria (H.M.) van Zyl started her career in 1985 as a communication
designer, product developer and owner of a communication design
consultancy. Ria joined the University of Pretoria in 1999 as senior design
lecturer and researcher. She completed her master's degree at the University
of Pretoria with a dissertation on the development of a service quality
framework for the communication design industry. She published several
articles and conference papers and wrote a book on brand identity in 2007
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aimed at entrepreneurs. In 2014, she joined the Independent Institute of
Education VEGA (IIEVEGA) where she is now academic programme
manager in the design section and national post-graduate research co-
ordinator (honours). In 2018 she completed her PhD at the Da Vinci Institute
and served on the Design Educators Forum of Southern Africa (DEFSA)
committee (2018 — 2019). rvzyl@vegaschool.com;
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7159-2766
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