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Dr. Kasturi Behari-Leak is a senior lecturer in the Centre for Innovation in
Learning and Teaching in CHED at UCT. Her focus includes a range of
professional and academic staff development work across a spectrum of new,
emerging and established academics. Kasturi obtained her PhD at Rhodes
University and was part of a NRF doctoral project on Social Inclusion in
Higher Education. She currently convenes and teaches on the New Academics
Practitioners’ Programme (NAPP) as well as The Short Course on Teaching
(TSCOT), and the Learning and Teaching in Higher Education (LTHE)
module of the PGDip/ Master’s coursework. Her work in these areas is focused
on examining the interplay between structures (national, institutional,
departmental and disciplinary), culture and lecturer agency. Her research
interests include critical pedagogies, social justice, decolonisation of the
curriculum, transformative staff development and inducting the next
generation of academics into higher education, in a post-colonial context. She
is currently the President of the Higher Education Learning and Teaching
Association of Southern Africa (HELTASA). She is a council member of the
International Consortium of Educational Development. She is a co- chair of
the Curriculum Change Working Group, commissioned by the VC Dr Max
Price to facilitate engagements on curriculum change and decolonisation
across UCT faculties. Contact details: kasturi.behari-leak@uct.ac.za

Susan Julia Chand, PhD is the Director for Research and Innovation and a
professor of Anthropology in the School of Social Sciences at the University
of the Southern Caribbean (USC), Trinidad. She has been working at USC
since 2005. Chand had completed her Bachelor of Liberal Arts (BLA) degree
in Botany from Spicer Memorial College (1986, India), Master of Arts (MA)
in Anthropology (1988) and PhD in Medical Anthropology, both from Pune
University (1996, India). Her areas of specialization include online teaching
and learning, addiction studies, medical anthropology, Ethnomedicine,
communication studies, cross-cultural studies, qualitative research, race and
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ethnicity, gender studies and juvenile delinquency. She has presented papers at
numerous national and international conferences and workshops and published
in academic journals. Contact details: susan.chand@gmail.com

Professor Rajendra Chetty has published widely on commonwealth writings
and postcoloniality. He is the author of South African Indian writings in
English (2002) and The vintage book of South African Indian writings (2010),
considered seminal texts in the sub-genre. His edited works include Indias
abroad: the diaspora writes back (2005), Indian writers: transnationalisms
and diasporas (2009) and Trauma, resistance and reconstruction in post-1994
South African writing (2010). Contact details: chettyr@cput.ac.za

Ashwin Desai is Professor of Sociology at the University of Johannesburg. His
more recent books include The Race to Transform: Sport in Post-Apartheid
South Africa (edited volume), Reading Revolution: Shakespeare on Robben
Island and The South African Gandhi: Stretcher-Bearer of Empire (co-
authored with Goolam Vahed). He is also the co-author of Blacks in Whites:
A Century of Cricket Struggles in KwaZulu-Natal. Contact details:
ashdesail@gmail.com

Nirmala Gopal is a criminologist in the Programme of Criminology and
Forensic Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Among her foci of
research is ‘hidden’ and vulnerable communities as victims of crime, social
injustices, South African Indian Identity and discrimination with the aim of
promoting justice and fairness for unequal groups in society. She has
completed research in school based violence in disadvantaged communities in
Durban and research on South African Indian Identity. Her current research
study illicit drug users or ‘addicts’ and Indian identity. Contact details:
Gopal@ukzn.ac.za

Kalpana Hiralal is an associate professor in the School of Social Sciences at
Howard College at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. She
teaches both undergraduate and graduate level modules on global history,
women, gender and politics and culture and tourism. Her PhD dissertation
focused on the South Asian Diaspora to Africa in the context of settlement,
trade and identity formation. Her most recent book publications
are: Satyagraha, Passive Resistance and its Legacy (Manohar 2015), Global
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Hindu Diaspora Historical and Contemporary Perspectives (Manohar
2016) and Pioneers of Satyagraha Indian South African Defy Racist Laws
1907-1914 (Navajivan 2017). Contact details: hiralalk@ukzn.ac.za

Bobby Luthra Sinha is a PhD from University of Basel, Switzerland and a
core member of the Scientific Commission of Migration at the IUAES. Her
publications range from social movements and Indian Diaspora to international
migration and substance abuse. She has been a lecturer in Political Science and
Spanish (Delhi and Amity University), projects officer at the MRG
(London)and has worked as a freelance translator and editor. Contact details:
bobbyluthra@gmail.com

Bonita Marimuthu is a Phd candidate at the University of KwaZulu Natal,
Department of Criminology and Forensic Studies. Main research areas focuses
on juvenile delinquency, school violence and illicit drug use. Contact details:
bonita.adele.16@gmail.com

Fatima Mukaddam, is currently a Ph.D. Candidate at the Graduate School of
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Luzern. Her work intends
to research the South African case of legal pluralism and how it affects the
lives of women living under Muslim laws. Mukaddam obtained her Master’s
in Political Studies with Distinction from the University of the Witwatersrand
(Wits University). She began reading for her Masters at Institut d'Etudes
Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po, Paris). Her Master’s research report
researched the perceptions of domestic violence amongst select Muslims in
Johannesburg. She completed her Bachelor of Arts Undergraduate Degree and
Honours Degree at Wits University. Her research interests are in gender-based
violence, feminism and women studies, and religion. Contact details:
Fatima.mukaddam@gmail.com

Bettina Pahlen holds an MA in Urban Culture, Society and Space (Strategic
Research Area ‘Urban Systems’), as well as a BA in Anglophone Studies and
Applied Philosophy from the University of Duisburg-Essen. Contact details:
bpahlen@web.de

Pragna Rugunanan is an associate professor at the University of
Johannesburg. Her doctoral research focused on the construction of African
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and South Asian migrant communities in South Africa. Her research interests
include the sociology of migration, labour studies, changing patterns of work,
social networks, and community studies. She has published on migration,
gender, xenophobia, education and citizenship. Her current research
examines “The South Asian Diaspora in South Africa”. Contact details:
prugunanan@uj.ac.za

Lindy Stiebel is Professor Emerita of English Studies at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal. Her research interests are linked by a profound interest in the
relationship between writers and place: these include the South African
colonial and post-colonial novel; Indian Ocean studies particularly literary
interconnections between South Africa, India and Mauritius; and literary
tourism. Her latest books are Writing Home: Lewis Nkosi on South African
Literature (with Michael Chapman, UKZNPress 2016) and A Literary
Companion to KwaZulu-Natal (with Niall McNulty, UKZNPress 2017), a
book which collects over 15 years of the KZN Literary Tourism project which
she heads. Contact details: stiebell@ukzn.ac.za

Goolam Vahed is a Professor in the Department of History, University of
KwaZulu Natal. His research interests include identity formation, citizenship,
ethnicity, migration and transnationalism among Indian South Africans and the
role of sport and culture in South African society. He has published widely in
peer-reviewed journals and his recent co-authored book is Schooling Muslims
in Natal: Identity, State and the Orient Islamic Educational Institute. Contact
details: vahedg@ukzn.ac.za
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