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Jacqueline Akhurst is a professor in psychology at Rhodes University, South
Africa. As a Counselling Psychologist with a PhD in psychotherapy, her
research focusses on community-based interventions, often utilising Action
Research or Activity Theory. Contact details: J.Akhurst@ru.ac.za

Nyna Amin, a former recipient of a Fulbright scholarship and university
distinguished teacher, is an Associate Professor of curriculum studies in the
School of Education at UKZN. She writes in the fields of curriculum, teacher
education, higher education, medical education and gender. She is one of the
co-editors (with Michael Samuel and Rubby Dhunpath) of the book,
Disrupting higher education curriculum: Undoing cognitive damage, (2016)
from Sense Publishers. Contact details: amin@ukzn.ac.za

Benita Bobo is a PhD student in psychology at Rhodes University, South
Africa. Her research focusses on higher education, development, and gender
studies. Contact details: B.Bobo@ru.ac.za

Desire Chiwandire holds a Master’s (with distinction) in Political and
International Studies from Rhodes University. He recently completed his PhD
thesis focusing on Ubuntu and the social inclusion of students with disabilities
at South African universities. He is currently teaching undergraduate and a
postgraduate courses in the Department of Political and International Studies,
Rhodes University. His research interests broadly focus on Disability Politics
specifically the intersectionality of disability and race in South African
educational and workplace environments. He has published in peer reviewed
journals and has also showcased his research in numerous international
conferences both in South Africa and overseas. He is also a member of the
Rhodes University Disability Committee. Contact details:
chiwandiredesire@gmail.com
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Karen Suzette Collett is a senior lecturer in the Department of Educational
Studies at the University of the Western Cape. She lecturers in the field of
school leadership and management and teacher development. For the last
twenty nine years she has worked in the area of school development at a school
and systems level in South Africa and in Namibia. Her current research
interests focus on the promotion of well-being in schools including novice
teacher well-being and the development of schools as thinking and learning
organisations. She has published in the field of educational leadership and
teaching and learning in higher education. Contact details: kcollett@uwc.ac.za

Rubby Dhunpath is the Director of Teaching and Learning at UKZN. His
previous appointments include that of Teacher Educator at UKZN, Senior
Research Specialist at the Human Sciences Research Council and Rockefeller
research Fellow at the University of Illinois. A Fulbright and Spencer Alumni,
he now provides leadership for the promotion of scholarship in teaching and
learning and institutional research. He is currently an Advisor/Mentor in the
Teaching Advancement at Universities (TAU) Fellowship. Rubby has
researched and published in education & language policy, organizational
ethnographies and higher education curriculum. Contact details:
dhunpath@ukzn.ac.za

Mlamuli Nkosingphile Hlatshwayo (PhD) is a scholar in the field of Higher
Education. He has an established research record in the transformation of the
South African education. He is a lecturer in the discipline of Curriculum
Studies at the School of Education, University of KwaZulu-Natal. He was a
visiting scholar at the University of Connecticut’s Neag School of Education
for 2018-2019. He is the Convener of the Special Interest Group in Knowledge-
Building in Educational practices, SAERA. Contact details:
HlatshwayoM@ukzn.ac.za

Bothwell Manyonga completed BA (Sociology and Psychology) at Africa
University (Zimbabwe), Master's (Development Studies) at University of
KwaZulu Natal, and PhD (Development Studies) at the University of the Free
State, South Africa. Bothwell’s PhD research focused on broader debates on
the purposes and practices of teaching and learning in higher education,
particularly on how curriculum and pedagogy contributes to human
development through expanding people’s capabilities and agency. His research
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interests and upcoming publications continue to focus on the relationships
between knowledge, work, society and capabilities formation, particularly for
students living with disabilities in both contact and open and distance learning.
Contact details: manyob@unisa.ac.za

Sindile Ngubane-Mokiwa is an Associate Professor and Head of Department
at the Institute for Open Distance Learning, College of Graduate Studies at
Unisa. Her research interests are Open Distance Learning, Disability,
Information and Communication Technologies, Postgraduate supervision and
marginalised populations. Prof Ngubane-Mokiwa has served as an Acting
Deputy Director at the Advocacy and Resource Centre for Students with
Disabilities (ARCSWiD) and a Visiting Scholar at the Faculty of Education at
the Open University-UK and Cambridge University in the United Kingdom.
Contact details: mokiwsa@unisa.ac.za

Bert Olivier’s principal position is that of Extraordinary Professor of
Philosophy at the University of the Free State, South Africa. He has published
academic articles and books across a wide variety of disciplines,
including philosophy, art theory, architecture, literature, psychoanalytic
theory, cinema, communication studies and social theory. Bert received the
Stals Prize for Philosophy in 2004, and a Distinguished Professorship
from Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in 2012. He is also an NRF B-
rated researcher, and writes regularly on the Mail and Guardian’s
Thoughtleader-website. Contact details: OlivierGl@ufs.ac.za

Fayth Ruffin’s career spans across law, business, government, the non-profit
sector and academia. She intertwines research and community engagement to
co-produce knowledge that advances curriculum transformation. Socio-legal
research findings have been presented at OECD, UN and World Justice Forum
events. Her multi-inter-transdisciplinary research interests revolve around
global/local governance, IKS, community-based justice systems, meta-sector
networks and entrepreneurship. The seasoned mentor is a sought-after public
speaker, has published widely, graduated numerous postgraduate students and
holds the 2018 UKZN Distinguished Teacher’s Award and the 2019 CHE/
HELTASA National Teaching Excellence Award. Contact details:
ruffin@ukzn.ac.za
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Carolien van den Berg is a senior lecturer in Information Systems at the
University of the Western Cape. She obtained her PhD in Information Systems.
Her areas of research and expertise include digital innovation, digital female
entrepreneurship, business development, digital strategy and innovative
pedagogies. Prior to her current role, she served as a Senior Manager in a
Management Consultancy that specialised in the implementation of large tech-
nology transformation projects in Africa and Europe. Her area of specialisation
was designing and building a systemically integrated organisation, work and
people data architecture. Contact details: cvandenberg@uwc.ac.za

Belinda Verster is a senior lecturer in urban and regional planning at the Cape
Peninsula University of Technology. She is in her final year of Doctoral studies
and holds a Master’s degree in urban and regional planning. She has 24 years
academic experience and has published in the fields of sustainable urban
transportation, professional academic development and higher education. She
is a registered professional urban planner with the South African Council of
Planners and an executive member of the South African Planning Institute.
Contact details: versterb@cput.ac.za
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